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HELMSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the monthly meeting held in the Meeting Room in the Town Hall on Monday 27th April 2009 at 6.30pm.

Present:- Cllr Thompson, Cllr Claridge, Cllr Silk, Cllr Vander Weyer, Cllr Barker, Dinah Farley (Clerk), Karen Hayward (Assistant Clerk).

The Councillors undertook a site inspection of the cemetery prior to the meeting.

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS.

4 letters were handed in prior to the start of the meeting, all raising objections to the planning application for a new fish restaurant in the Town.  
Also commented on was the Design Statement – this is a magnificent document so why is it taking so long for the responses to come back, given that it was presented in October 2008?

Yorkshire Forward – Kerry Gibbon the new Rural Renaissance Manager came to explain the funding that is available.  Under the Geographic Program just launched, the priorities are Malton and Norton.  There will still be support for Helmsley for the coming year although this is unlikely to continue beyond that.  The discretionary delegated fund will still be available to towns like Helmsley with matched funding up to £30k over 3 years.  If there are any capital projects, councils are encouraged to get in touch for more details..

2. APOLOGIES.

Apologies were received from Cllr Buffoni.

 3. MINUTES.

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed.

4. JOHN COLLIER COLLECTION.

Cllr Barker gave an update  - there has been a very pleasing level of contribution from the residents of Helmsley and the Helmsley Archive Group has been formed.  There is a meeting next week at 6pm to swap stories etc.  There will be an exhibition at the Arts Centre at the end of June/beginning of July which will be featured in the Yorkshire Life.

5. REPORTS.

i) Chairman’s Report.

a) There will be a meeting on 3rd June with Martin Burgess of Minster Developments regarding the south east corner of Helmsley.

b) The Town Parish meeting will be held on 26th May2009  and there will be a display of  John Collier photographs.  The Chief Executive of York Hospital trust will also be attending.

ii) Clerk’s Report.

a) The clerk has received an email regarding Audrey Barton who has sadly died.

b) The clerk has received a letter from the group objecting to the YHA licence, thanking the council for their support.

c) Mr Wright of Emslac Close has asked if the grass could be cut to the rear of his property.  The clerk visited the site and established that it was not easily accessible. After a general discussion it was agreed that it was not the council responsibility.  The clerk was asked to write to Mr Wright.

d) The clerk attended a meeting of the Howardian Hills AONB regarding the Lime and Ice Project.  Lottery funding is being provided for between £5k and £30k per project. Clerk will speak to NYMNPA.

e) NYCC has quoted £3100.91 for electricity for the year.  The clerk calculated that the existing supply cost in the region of £5000.  It was agreed by all councillors to change supplier.

f) The clerk reminded councillors that the Western Forum meeting was being held on 11th May at 7pm at Oswaldkirk.

g) The 5 Towns meeting will be help in Pickering on 12th May.  Cllrs Thompson and Claridge will attend.

h) Following a change in the rules, the rest of the planning cost for the Sports and Social Club will now have to be balance.  The balance is £5140.

I) The new pharmacy should be mentioned in the newsletter.  Cllr Thompson will speak to the doctor about Saturday morning opening

j) A letter has been received from BT informing the Town that the public phones are to be changed to cashless one.

6. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK.

It was agreed that it was a correct summary of what had been said at the meeting. 
7. DESIGN STATEMENT.

Cllr Vander Weyer said he had been pressing RDC for 3 months for their comments and eventually received a very brief email containing very little content.  We should now be able to proceed to the next stage.  NYMNPA should be able to confirm if any other parties need an input.  Clerk to check and circulate as appropriate.

8. CEMETERY.

The councillors held a site meeting prior to the Town meeting.  It was agreed that the hedge needed replacing – Cllr Thompson agreed to obtain some quotes.  The clerk will speak to NYMNPA and Mike Young to see if anything needs doing about the trees..  Regulations will be needed on what is acceptable to avoid the area becoming unsightly.

9. HELMSLEY RECREATION CHARITY.

There will be a family fun day on Monday 4th May – a car boot sale followed by lots of family activities.  Cllr Barker to email David Jeffels.

10. PLANNING

i) APPLICATIONS.

To discuss and make comments on the following planning applications.

1/04/09

Application No:

NYM/2009/0176/FL



Applicant:


Mr C Makin.

Description:
Change of use of retail store to fish restaurant.(use Class A3 +A5)

Location.


6, Bridge Street, Helmsley

There were a number of letters of objection handed in prior to the meeting.  In summary, the public objections are as follows.

1) Smell

2) Commercial waste disposal

3) Parking

4) Deliveries

5) Litter

6) Fire hazard from the fish scraps.

The town agreed to pass on the objections on behalf of those present.

2/04/09

Application No:

NYM/2009/0238/FL



Applicant:


Mrs S A Foster.

Description:
Erection of a one and a half storey extension and provision of additional car parking space.

Location.


5 Vicarage Farm,Bondgate,  Helmsley

No objections

11. CLERKS CONTRACTS.

A brief discussion took place regarding the clerks' contracts.  Changes may be made to the assistant clerk’s contract shortly.  This matter will be discussed at a future meeting.

12. THE OLD WORKHOUSE.

There was a general discussion to decide if a contribution should be made towards the Blue Plaque for the Old Workhouse.  NYMNPA has given £500 towards a total cost of £630.   Councillors all agreed that this application should be refused..

13.HELMSLEY IN BLOOM.

The Town were asked  to consider the request for a grant and for a number of seats to be painted.  It was agreed to  David Waines to paint the seats.  A grant of £500 was agreed.

14. FINANCE.

i) The following payments were agreed and the cheques signed.
	51
	G Sewell
	Hedge cutting
	                           448.00 

	52
	Ryedale Group
	Stationary
	                           134.84 

	53
	RDC
	Furniture
	                           100.00 

	54
	Npower
	Electricity
	                       1,202.33 

	55
	Grant
	H in B
	                           500.00 

	56
	Acorn
	Repairs
	                             97.75 

	57
	K Hayward
	Salary
	                             63.59 

	58
	D Farley
	Salary
	                           923.48 

	
	
	Expenses
	                             85.45 

	59
	
	Cancelled
	

	60
	HMCustoms
	PAYE & NI
	                           186.33 

	
	
	
	



