HELMSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

Monthly meeting held in the Town hall on Tuesday 27th May 2008 at 6.30pm.

Minutes

Present – Cllr Thompson (Chairman), Cllr Barker, Cllr Claridge, Cllr Buffoni, Cllr Lord Feversham, Dinah Farley (Clerk), Karen Hayward (Assistant Clerk)

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS.

A general comment was made drawing the Councils attention to issues regarding the planning applications that were due for review.

2. APOLOGIES.

Apologies were received from Cllr Vander Weyer.

3. MINUTES.

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed.

4. CARETAKER SCHEME.

Cllr. Buffoni and the Clerk attended the meeting and felt that an immediate application would be a good idea. HTC are being trialled along with Ampleforth and Thornton le Dale. Cllr. Buffoni’s objectives and outcomes have been put forward as suggestions for consideration. After a general discussion, Cllr. Lord Feversham proposed that we accept the suggestions. This was seconded by Cllr. Barker. 

5. MEETINGS.

i) The Transport meeting to be held on Tuesday June 3rd 10.15am. in Kirkbymoorside. Matters affecting Helmsley are to be discussed. Cllr. Buffoni will attend. 

ii) The 5 Towns meeting to be held at RDC offices at Malton on the 2nd June.  The agenda was circulated for the 5 Towns meeting. Cllrs. Claridge and Thompson will attend. 

6. REPORTS.

i) Chairman’s Report: Cllr. Thompson has been advised that a minimum 2 inch water main should be put in to help with issues at the swimming pool. It was also suggested that the pipe go across the old hockey pitch with separate T’s for the bowling club, cricket club, etc. A better main will result in better pressure. Cllr. Buffoni has suggested that nothing is done until the other plans have been progressed. After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk should contact Mr. Saggers to obtain permission. 

ii) The Chairman also reported that the heat exchanger at the pool is working. The wood burner is approximately half the size of the oil burner. The wood burner may cost £3000 for the season, the oil burner around £5000. Cllr. Buffoni is concerned that we have not yet seen a proper proposal. The longer term view should be for geo-thermal heating. Given that the pool opens on the 14th June, there will not be time to put the wood burner in. It was suggested that we leave it alone for now.

iii) The Chairman reported that George Hawkes is on the planning committee.

iv)  The Chairman has received a complaint about the grass cutting near the dog bin on Sawmill Lane. The dog bin has not moved yet. The Clerk has spoken to a resident of Sawmill Lane who has offered to speak to other residents to establish a suitable site. 

ii) Clerk’s Report: 

i) Cllr. Training – Cllrs. Claridge, Thompson, Buffoni and Barker would like to attend the Pickering training session on the 31st July. The Clerk may also attend

ii) Scouts – they have started to clear away the rubbish. The cost of the tents was £600. For fundraising, they are having a monthly bingo event and Tea for Tourist days as well. If the Town Council has any other projects, they will be happy to help. The Clerk suggested that they could deliver the annual report at the end of June. Cllr. Silk to continue liaison.

iii) NALC magazine – it was agreed to cancel the subscription. 

iv) An email has been received from the Feversham Arms regarding the discharge of foul surface water into the culvert in the high street. Clerk to advise them to contact Mr. Saggers and the environment agency.

iii) Design team – Cllr. Vander Weyer not present.

i) The CAP Meeting held at Ampleforth on Tuesday 13th May 2008 – Helmsley is the second safest place in the UK. There was a very poor turnout to meet Tim Hutchinson who is local and so is aware of local issues. There is a full agenda in place for next year.

ii) There is to be a children’s CAP meeting at Ryedale School at the end of June/beginning of July. Cllr. Buffoni is not convinced that the CAP meeting is working well so he is proposing to shake things up a bit. 

iii) The Five Towns meeting to be held on May 8th 2008 – Cllr. Claridge attended the meeting when the markets were discussed. Helmsley seems to be surviving better than most. This will be discussed further at the next meeting. Town councils are being asked to take on more responsibility. 

iv) There have been lots of complaints about the toilets. Cllr. Lord Feversham reported that RDC are spending the toilet budget in Rosedale this year. 

      v)
 The Liaison meeting held at Ryedale House on May 20th 2008 – no Cllrs. Were able to attend. 

7. STONE WALL.

The wall near the Station is showing cracks. The responsibility for repair will be with the homeowners. Cllr. Buffoni will go and speak to the households concerned. 

8. HELMSLEY RECREATION CHARITY.

Cllr. Buffoni reported that they are making progress. It is starting to change from a negative to a positive organisation. On 29th May, Cllr. Buffoni is using a free days consultation with Fred Manning. There is a need to come up with a funding proposition as soon as possible, and a need to start sending in applications to avoid missing out. 

9. CAN DO PROJECT.

It was decided to ask for help with the stone wall on the Thirsk entrance to the town. 

10. NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY BUSINESS PLAN REVIEW.

The council considers the Authorities three main priorities should be affordable housing, communicate with RDC more and for a bus shelter to be built in the wildest part of Bondgate. Additional suggestions were for a new car park and better toilets. 
11.HELMSLEY CHURCH BELLS.

The church bell has already been repaired at a cost of £500. The Clapper needed to be sent away for a specialist pin to be fitted. The Council agreed to give £200 towards the cost of repair.

12. HELMSLEY CEMETERY.

Cllr. Buffoni has investigated the legal position and reported that the charity commission would need a letter from both HTC and the Bishop if they are going to take over from the trustees as requested.. Cllr. Lord Feversham stated that it seemed logical for the town council to take over the trusteeship. Cllr. Buffoni proposed that HTC be prepared to accept the trusteeship and move this forward. This was agreed by all Cllrs. The Clerk will write to the vicar who will make the arrangements to the charity commission.

13. BT POSSIBLE REMOVAL OF TELEPHONE BOXES.

The council have no objection to the removal of the telephone box at Carlton. 

14.PLANNING

i) APPLICATIONS.

To discuss and make comments on the following planning applications.

01/05/08

Application No:

08/00372/FUL



Applicant:


Helmsley Securities

Description:
Erection of 4no. bedroom dwellings with associated parking and amenity area.


Location:


Land East of the Feathers Hotel. Helmsley

Comments:


  Pottergate is becoming an increasingly dangerous place with the high volume of traffic and parked vehicles.  There are big concerns over access and safety.  It was also noted that the development may result in the view of the church being compromised.  The chimneys are an issue – the buildings that have already gone up and the proposed new development have chimneys that are totally out of character.  There is also an issue that the provision of low cost housing is not being met.

02/05/08

Application No:

NYM/2006/0712/FL



Applicant:


Penitas

Description:
Request to vary Condition 5 to planning permission.

Comments:
Do not feel the condition should be lifted.

03/05/08

Application No:

NYM/2008/0097/FL


Application 
To amend the details to alterations to outbuilding including raising the roof and new windows.

Location:


54, High Street  Helmsley.

Comments:
This is an extremely sensitive part of Helmsley and over development of this area should b avoided. 
ii) RESULTS.

08/00217/FUL-Erection of single-storey extension to form a sunroom at 6, Bells Court-Granted.

15. PHARMACY APPLICATION.

The end of the application period for the AlChem healthcare application for a pharmacy was noted.

16. PLAY GROUNDS AND EQUIPMENT.

The Clerk will obtain further quotes before this item is discussed in full.

17. FINANCE.

 i)The  payments were agreed and the cheques signed.
