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HELMSLEY TOWN COUNCIL

Monthly meeting held in the Town Hall on Monday 26th 2009 
at 6.30pm.

MINUTES

The Club 100 draw was won by Paddy Clough.

Present: Cllr Barker (Chair), Cllr Claridge, Cllr Buffoni, Cllr Silk, Cllr Vander Weyer, Cllr Duncombe, Dinah Farley (Clerk), Karen Hayward (Assistant Clerk).

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS.

Mr Ingles raised concerns about the design statement and the apparent lack of progress being made as a number of people had put in a lot of work.
2. APOLOGIES.

There were no apologies for absence.

3. MINUTES.

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed.

4. DESIGN STATEMENT.

 Cllr Vander Weyer explained that he had been working on including the comments that had been made by the National Park but the suggested amendments had resulted in a much blander report.  However, he then went on to explain that the recent Planning Foundation publication from NYMNPA seemed to cover almost everything that the design statement team were trying to achieve.  Cllr Vander Weyer also suggested that the idea of exploring the possibility of including the findings and feedback of the design team from residents which was generally considered to be a good idea – Cllr Vander Weyer agreed to arrange a meeting with Val Dilcott to discuss this matter further.  Cllr Buffoni suggested that the Design Statement (as it is with the Town's views in it) along with the car parking policy should be published on our website.
  A boards were considered to now be part of the character of Helmsley but there needs to be some sort of co-operation from the traders for self policing.  Cllr Buffoni suggested that we produce a Town Plan with places of interest for visitors and local traders could pay a small fee to have an advert on the plan.
5. REPORTS.

To receive reports from the following meetings for information only.

i)  Chairman’s Report.

John Collier – the meetings have started again now after a break for the summer. We now also have Anthony Posseto's full collection of photographs.
Cllr Barker had attended a meeting of the Funding Group where a sale and late night opening were being arranged for 02/12/09 which starts at 10am and runs through to 8pm. St Catherine's Hospice “Light up a life “switching on of the Christmas tree lights will be at 6pm.
ii)  Clerk’s Report

· An Affordable Housing meeting would be held in Barnsley on 10th November.
· Cllrs Vander Weyer and Duncombe were awarded their Power of Well Being Certificate.

· Funding may be available for the Christmas lights.  
· A commemorative seat has been requested for Carlton Village near the Chapel. The Clerk has been to look at the area and there is already a new seat there.  There is one seat nearer to Ashdale Woods which is in need of replacement.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write and suggest this as an alternative site.

· The Clerk reminded Cllrs Silk and Duncombe about the play equipment.  There may be up to £30,000 worth of matched funding available but it needs to have been spent by February.

iii)  The Training meeting held at NYMNP office on 13th October was attended by Cllr Silk and Cllr Claridge.  Enforcement orders are now valid for 3 years.

iv)  The Parish Liaison meeting held at Malton on 13th October 2009 was attended by the assistant clerk.  Steve King of North Yorkshire Fire service gave a very interesting update on fire safety measures including the provision of smoke alarms.  Electric blankets over 3 years old can be replaced free of charge to vulnerable people.

v)  The YLCA meeting held at Malton on 29th October 2009 was attended by the clerk.  
6. MEETINGS.

i) The Western Forum meeting to be held at the National Park office, Helmsley on 9th November 2009 at 7pm will be attended by Cllr Claridge.

7. HELMSLEY RECREATION CHARITY.

Cllr Buffoni distributed a very detailed handout detailing progress to date.  Shepherds Builders and Yorkshire Law have been submitted on bid documentation but these can be changed at a later date if needed.

There was an incident of vandalism which has resulted in a caution being given by PC Thwaites who collated the evidence and made an arrest.
8. CLERK’S OFFICE.

Cllr Buffoni is going to suggest at the next Town Hall trustees meeting that an architect be appointed to review the caretaker’s old flat and make suggestions as to whether this could be converted into an office area for the clerk and somewhere for the police.  In the meantime it was agreed that the clerk would move into the kitchen.

9. STREETLIGHTING.

The clerk distributed a handout with suggested lighting options for the Market Place.  After a general discussion it was agreed that Cllrs Buffoni and Claridge would  look at the lights in situ and report back. 
10. CANNONS GARTH

A general discussion took place regarding the decision taken by the church to sell Cannons Garth . Cllr Vander Weyer who is the Church Warden explained that  the property was sold by the PCC to the Diocese  in 1986.  The PCC has given consent to the sale on the condition that exchange of contracts cannot take place until planning consent has been received for the building of a new vicarage on Baxtons Lane.

11. FIVE TOWNS MEETING.

Cllr Claridge and the clerk attended the 5 Towns meeting and the main issue was the purchase of a street cleaner.  RDC will run the street cleaner and will do all 5 towns in rotation. It had been suggested that Each town give an amount in proportion to the size of the population. Helmsley agreed to support to the value of £500 p.a.

12. PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES.

The following plan was discussed and comments made.

01/09/09

Application No.       
09/00868/house

Applicant.                
Miss E Would

Description.            
Replacement of rear bathroom window..

Location.                  
52, Bondgate , Helmsley.

Comments

No objections

 RESULTS

1. Replacement casement windows at 22 High Street-Granted

13. GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS.
  Cllr Buffoni suggested that rather than operating on 3 years contracts, the town should adopt a rolling contract system.  This would only be reviewed on request of rate increase or the town became dissatisfied with the service being received.  It was agreed to leave them as they are for now.  The clerk also suggested that the cemetery be taken out of the tender process as this is a sensitive area. This was resolved.
Cllr Buffoni and the clerk will discuss the sports field grass separately.

 14. FINANCE. 

i)The following  payments were agreed and the cheques signed.
	623
	Mazars
	Audit
	
	
	       £460.00 

	624
	HRCharity
	Donation
	
	
	£5,000.00 

	625
	Colin Humpleby
	Grass cutting
	
	
	£1,000.00 

	626
	K Hayward
	Salary
	
	
	£64.19

	627
	D Farley
	Salary
	
	
	   £917.48 

	628
	HMCustoms
	PAYE
	
	
	  £186.53 

	629
	I Wood
	Grass cutting
	
	
	   £250.00 

	630
	YRTP
	Training
	
	
	     £50.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	  £7,928.20 



