Minutes of the Design Statement Meeting held on Monday June 11th  2007 in the Town Hall at 6.30pm.

Present.

M Vander Weyer( Chairman), M Ingle, V Travis, N Gaunt, I Anderson, Dr Titchmarsh, V Dilcock ,J Thompson,C Parkin, and D Farley ( Clerk)

Apologies.

Apologies for absence were received from Jake Duncombe.

2. Minutes.


The minutes were agreed.

2. Matters arising

(i).

It was agreed to adopt the draft constitution as drafted by Martin and circulated.

(ii) Societies and groups.


It was suggested that there was no need to have a separate questionnaire for this group. The residents’ questionnaire could be sent to any group that may have an opinion. V Travis stressed the need to get the 30-40 age groups to participate e.g. Mother and toddlers and also the school. Martin will talk to the school about the possibility of using this as a group activity.

3. Residents questionnaire.


All comments received from group members were discussed.

· Have a draw – lucky number to receive a prize.

· Should there be an age question? (Decided not)

· How many people in the household. If more than one person wanted to fill one in, they can ask for another form.

· Ask if they are happy about the planning decisions in Helmsley and ask to give one example.

· Group the questions in topics eg traffic issues and questions about specific design features eg boundaries, fences, windows and other features which add character to Helmsley.

· Housing and new development is a good question.

· Various extra questions to be added such as colour scheme? Favourite views? Favourite walks in the town?

· It was agreed to use the word modern is more commonly understood than ‘contemporary’ or ‘non-traditional’.

It was agreed that Mike Ingle, Nick Gaunt and Jake Duncombe would produce a second draft, incorporating the comments as agreed. It was also agreed that the Town Council would be asked to approve the final documents.

5. Business questionnaire

· Need to focus on what aspects will help or hinder businesses in the town.

· Question could be added to ask if it would be helpful if restrictions were imposed as on residential.

· Who makes the decisions, head office or the management?

· Would a forum be helpful?

· Ask what type of business e.g. catering, service banking etc.

· Do you have a shop front?


Second draft to be produced as above.

6. Photography

It was agreed to generate interest in the project by inviting people to submit photographs of features of the town they like or dislike, by end of August. The group will also commission some photos, and possibly use some from NYMNP archive. This to form an exhibition in September.

7. Publicity

Martin will do a press release and write an article for the Newsletter. A paragraph to be put in the Parish Magazine

8. Next meeting:

Tuesday 3 July 2007 at 6pm.in the Town Hall.
