Minutes of the Design Statement Meeting held on Tuesday April 24thth in the Town Hall at 6,30pm.

Present.

M Vander Weyer( Chairman), B Thompson, K Claridge, J Barker, C Thorn, M Ingle, C Parkin, V Travis, N Gaunt, J Duncombe, Lord Feversham, I Anderson,

D Farley ( Clerk)

Apologies.

P Silk and J Grove- Stevenson

Everyone agreed that now in the right time to start a Design Statement for Helmsley, to be completed in the next twelve months. Martin Vander Weyer agreed to take the chair at least for the time being. Mike Ingle was asked to speak about his experience of producing a Design Statement and he began by hoping that meetings would not just become a talking shop or be diverted into discussing the history of the town at length, which is what could easily happen.

This should be a referendum of the people and how they see the town. A questionnaire will be produced to go to all the households in the town so that it will not be the committee’s views but the views of the town’s people as a whole.

The support of the local authorities such as NYMNPA and RDC will be required if it is to be adopted as supplementary planning guidance by them. NYCC, AONB and Highways may be involved at a later stage.

The final document will be distributed to all households in the town and to local government agencies after adoption. Any developer bringing forward plans in the town would receive it.

M Ingle said that the response to their questionnaire had been 24% which was considered to be good. It was agreed to use the Parish Council boundaries for consultation purposes. 

Points to consider.

· Learn from the RMT questionnaire which had been very limited but had good response.

· Make sure that there is a reliable delivery service.

· Get the message across that we are trying to manage or influence change, not stop it.

· Results will be put on a computer for analysis

Constitution and membership.

A former constitution had been circulated. Martin agreed to adapt this for agreement at the next meeting. It was agreed that membership would be open to all and it would not be a committee of the Town Council but supported by them and reports made back to them.We will involve as many people as possible but not necessarily on the committee. One member who had a particular interest in one area could pursue it by recruiting others with expertise to help him.

It should be publicised in the press, Church Magazine, Parish Newsletter and Annual Parish Meeting.

Funding will be soughtin due course from NYCC, RDC and the NYMNPA.

Val Travis will take photographs and do some graphics.

Themes relevant to Helmsley.

Mobile phones.

Wind Farms

Road signs and furniture

Empty houses.

Affordable housing.

Waste land.

Conversion of commercial premises.

Next step

 Preliminary meeting with the agencies.ASAP.

 June.
First consultation with interest groups. Schools, PCC, Sports Clubs, Rotary etc. 

Autumn.

Second consultation – house to house questionnaire. A list of clubs and interested parties will be circulated before the next meeting.

Next meeting May 22nd at 6.30 in the Town Hall.
