Minutes of the Design Statement Meeting held on Tuesday May 22nd 2007 in the Town Hall at 6,30pm.

Present.

M Vander Weyer( Chairman), M Ingle, V Travis, N Gaunt, J Duncombe, I Anderson, Dr Tichmarsh, V Dilcock , J Bailey and D Farley ( Clerk)

1. Apologies.

P Silk and J Grove-Stevenson B Thompson, K Claridge, J Barker, C Thorn,  Lord Feversham and C Parkin.

2. Minutes.

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

V Travis asked what she had been volunteered for and was assured it was only taking photographs.

3. Meeting with planning authorities.

Martin, Val, Mike and the Clerk met with the Planning officers of NYMNPA and Ryedale to discuss what input both sides could have and how the final outcome could be achieved. Val Dilcock has assured the group of support from her office and RDC officers. An email from Val to this effect was circulated.

4. Draft Questionnaires.

At the previous meeting it had been proposed that a first questionnaire would go to ‘interest groups’, and a subsequent one to businesses and residents. In fact it would be possible to do both at the same time

.

The Residents questionnaire.

· It was suggested that it should be no more than two sides of A4.

· Need to know something about the person filling in the form.

· Cover as many topics as need to know.

· The key questions are all at the end where there is a space for comments and freedom to say what they want.

· Various collection places.

Comments.

· May need to digest it and comment by email.

· Is it really necessary to ask where they were born and how old they are?

· Ask people to give as much information as possible but no need to answer all the questions.

· Need to ask-is it a valid question? Has it got anything to do with design.

Business Questionnaire.

· Obtain general view of business community on the visual view of the town.

· Simple format –agree or disagree.

· Box for general comments.

· Only to be filled in by local people not head office.

· Only businesses in Helmsley not surrounding area.

How is it to be delivered?

It was suggested that volunteers should walk round the town delivering the questionnaires.

5. Constitution of Working Group.

A draft constitution was circulated to the group for adoption at the next meeting.

6. Interest Group List.
It was decided that the groups and societies with property and those which provide activities for young people would be consulted. Martin will draw up a list.

7. Next steps and publicity.

a) Target to complete drafting of the questionnaire –end of June.

b) Send out in early September.

c) Collect in end of September.

The NYNPA and Ryedale will be looking at Helmsley, as a whole, and developing an Area Action Plan. The Design Statement can fit in with the consultation. Need to consult both authorities to get the final Design Statement adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance.
Publicity will be by articles in the Gazette & Herald and the Town Council’s Annual Report.

8. Any other business.

It was debated whether the Government white paper on Planning would make a difference. Val Dilcock said it was too early to say until it had been studied.

Next meeting Monday June 11th in the Town Hall at 6.30pm.
