Really useful phone numbers
for Helmsley Residents

Clerk’s Report
The Town Council oﬃce has now been in the National Park
building for more than a year.
We have moved from the attic and are now situated next
door to the police in the annex.
The Clerk and her assistant can be contacted there on
Monday and Tuesday mornings.
The Town Council monthly meetings are now also being
held in the National Park meeting room, usually on the last
Monday of the month at 6.30pm.
Members of the public are welcome to attend and speak to
the councillors at the beginning of the meeting.
All matters requiring action by the Council should be sent in
writing at least ten days prior to the meeting.

Helmsley Town council

Police
Crimestoppers
Church of England Vicar
Methodist Minister
Roman Catholic Priest

0845 60 60 24 7
0800 555 111
770983
770300
766877

Helmsley Medical Centre
York District Hospital
Malton Hospital
Kirkbymoorside Clinic

770288
01904 631313
01653 693041
01751 431207

Bondgate Dental Practice
Glen Opticians
Edgemoor Veterinary Practice

770493
770929
771166

Helmsley Primary School
Ryedale School
Lady Lumley’s School

770783
771665
01751 472846

Train enquiries
Bus enquiries (County Traveline)
Helmsley Arts Centre (box oﬃce)

0845 7484 950
0871 200 22 33
771700

Accounts for 2011/12
Income
Interest
Precept
Grants
Cemetery
Misc

Expenditure
Salaries
Administration
Grass Cutting Etc
Maintenance
Grants & Subs
Public Lighting
Cemetery
VAT

£ 72
£ 49,700
£3,050
£3,711
£7,882
£64,415

Town Clerk
Assistant Clerk

£17,582
£8,150
£11,509
£4,289
£23,166
£460
£243
£1,464
£66,863

Balance b/f as at.1.04.11
Less deﬁcit for the year

£54,098
£2,448

Balance as at 1.4.12

£51,650

Cllr Martin Vander Weyer
Cllr Chris Parkin
Cllr Jane Barker
Cllr Ken Claridge
Cllr Jake Duncombe
Cllr Philip Pearce
Mrs Dinah Farley
(home)
Ms Victoria Ellis

770292
770557
770355
770401
770213
770641
772572
01653 628858

Email: helmsley.towncouncil@virgin.net | www.helmsleytowncouncil.co.uk
Please contact the Town Clerk if you have any queries about the Town Council
or need its services.
Your Ryedale District Councillors are
Cllr Steve Arnold
Cllr George Hawkins

Helmsley Town Council

HELMSLEY’S JUBILEE YEAR

Helmsley Town Councillors
Chairman
Vice Chairman

Annual
Report 2012

770904
798231

2012 has been a very good year for Helmsley, and the Town Council
has been delighted to play its part, within its limited powers and
resources.
The town’s programme for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee was a huge
success, much enjoyed by residents and visitors of all ages. We
congratulate and thank all the volunteer organizers and contributors
for the Family Fun Day at the Sports Field on the Monday, the Big
Jubilee Party in the Market Place on the Tuesday, the Senior Citizens
Tea Party in the Town Hall on the Wednesday, and the splendid
Jubilee Floral Tribute in All Saints Church. There was something for
everyone and a very happy sense of community; even the sun shone.
The Town Council allocated £2,000 to support the programme and
provide essentials such as insurance and ﬁrst aid cover. We also
thank Ryedale District Council for its co‐operation and assistance,
and Helmsley Arts Centre for its generous contribution.

Your County Councillor is
Cllr Val Arnold
Ryedale District Council Oﬃces
Emergency Out Of Hours
North Yorkshire County Council
North York Moors National Park Authority

770904
01653 600666
01653 697737
08458 727374
770657

Helmsley Town Council Oﬃce
The oﬃce is now at the North York Moors National Park Oﬃce.

Opening Hours
Monday 9.30am ‐ 12.30pm | Tuesday 9.30am ‐ 12.30pm

HELMSLEY
IN BUSINESS
The Council is pleased to
welcome Helmsley in
Business, the newly
formed traders’ group
which has come together
to co‐ordinate marketing
eﬀorts and raise the town’s
proﬁle. Having played a full
part in the Big Jubilee
Party, HiB went on to
organize a successful
Yorkshire Day event in the
Market Place on 1 August
— the ﬁrst of many events
to come, we hope. See
www.thisishelmsley.co.uk
for more about HiB.

Progress at the Sports Field
At the Sports Field, eﬀorts continue towards the refurbishment of the pavilion and other facilities by Helmsley
Recreation Charity, of which the Town Council is the trustee. With money from the Town Council and Ryedale
DC plus fundraising by the sports clubs, the pavilion has been re‐roofed, and work is set to continue in stages.
Meanwhile, the Charity and the clubs have come together to form a new Management Committee which will
lead future developments.

Vacancy for a Town Councillor
There is currently a vacancy for a Town Councillor, following the
resignation of Councillor John Buﬀoni after 14 years of excellent service to
the Council. If you would like to put your name forward to ﬁll the vacancy,
please contact the Town Clerk.
Martin Vander Weyer, Chairman

The Churchyard
The Town Council is also working with the vicar and the PCC on a long‐term plan for the professional pruning of
trees and shrubs in the Churchyard, which has become very overgrown in recent years.

Your Town Council

Helmsley Archive
We congratulate the Helmsley Archive team, led by curators Jen and Paul Harris, for the excellent Ryedale Life
Exhibition which was on show at the Arts Centre through the summer and attracted lots of interest among local
families who found themselves represented in the photographs. The Archive (www.helmsleyarchive.org.uk) now
holds more than 5,000 historic images and is a proud achievement for the town — for which again the Council
has been delighted to provide support.

Helmsley Library Volunteers
Volunteers have stepped in so that Helmsley Library can move from a monthly to a weekly storytime. From
October 4th volunteers will help each Thursday at 2.30‐3pm with the free storytime and crafts session. It's free
and fun for under ﬁves. More volunteers are welcome to come forward, so if you think you could help with
storytimes and other childrens events the library would be delighted to hear from you. For more information
contact Victoria Allan, 01609 536126 or Helmsley Library on 0845 034 9527

• Receives and comments on planning applications from the local planning
authorities, Ryedale District Council and North York Moors National
Park Authority.
• Is responsible for the maintenance of a number of open spaces in the
town, including the Churchyard and the children’s play area at The Limes.
• Owns and maintains most of the street lighting in Helmsley.
• Is trustee of the Helmsley Recreation Charity which owns and maintains
the sports ﬁeld and its facilities.
• Owns and maintains the statue, canopy and the seats in the centre of
Helmsley Market Place, together with various other seats, street furniture
and play equipment with the parish.
• Is continuously engaged in promoting and protecting the interests of the
community with the various agencies such as the County Council, Ryedale
District Council, North York Moors National Park Authority and the
Police.
• Provides the Christmas Tree and Christmas lights in the Market Place.
• Has the paths cleared of snow and gritted.
• Owns and manages the cemetery.

Developments in Helmsley
We are glad to see new developments in and around the town that we hope signal the beginning of recovery in
the local economy. The Barker’s Yard scheme is almost ﬁnished, and is a model of good design using traditional
materials and methods. We wish every success to the businesses that have moved in to the yard. We also welcome
the International Birds of Prey Centre, now under construction in Duncombe Park and aiming for its oﬃcial opening
in Spring 2013.

• Is consulted by other authorities on a wide range of issues aﬀecting the
town.

The housing development behind the Feversham Arms has restarted, and although many residents regretted the
loss of the former hotel garden, it will be better to see this scheme built out than left as an ugly hole in the ground.
The Council is working closely with North York Moors National Park Authority to scrutinize revised plans for housing
behind the Black Swan, but again we would rather see this site developed than left derelict. Together with NYMNPA
and Ryedale DC, the Council is also engaged in work on the draft Helmsley Development Plan, which will
recommend other sites for new houses in and around the town for the next 15 years.

The Council is always busy with all its other regular responsibilities. We
hope you agree that the town looks tidy and well cared‐for — and we also
thank the Helmsley in Bloom volunteers for their continuing eﬀorts in that
respect.

• Has a website www.helmsleytowncouncil.co.uk where you will ﬁnd more
information including the agendas for, and minutes of, meetings.

Planning
The Town Council has considered
39 planning applications from
North York Moors National Park
and Ryedale District Council
during 2011/12. 19 applications
were granted, 3 refused, 4
withdrawn and 2 went to appeal.
The Town Council only objected
to 5 of these applications and
supported the others.

