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Yes, Bonfire Night returns to Helmsley!
Saturday 1 November 
Gates open at 6.00pm
Bonfire to be lit at 6.30pm 
Fireworks start at 7.00pm
Admission £4 per person
Under 5’s Free

The bar will be open and refreshments
will be available. Please bring a torch
and come in wellies as it is impossible
to light the whole of the site and it will
be muddy. 

Limited parking will be available and
entrance will be through the car park
by the Swimming Pool. This promises to
be a great night: with over £2,000
worth of fireworks is should be both
colourful and noisy! 

Please ensure your pet is taken
care of at home when you come.

THE HELMSLEY ARCHIVE
Sale of Ex‐exhibi�on Prints

Saturday 15th November

10.00am ‐ 12 noon in the Methodist Church Rooms, Ashdale Road. 

There will be prints from the recent and the very popular Archive
exhibi�on, 'Helmsley in Uniform', and all previous exhibi�ons. 

The Archive is always pleased to receive addi�onal images for inclusion
in the Archive.

www.helmsleyarchive.org.uk

BONFIRE NIGHT!



REMEMBRANCE DAY
There will be an Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial
in All Saints Churchyard on Sunday 9th November at
10:45am followed by a Remembrance Day Service.

ALL SAINTS CHURCHYARD
A sugges�on has been made that the Churchyard at
All Saints incorporates a wildlife and wildflower
area in the north‐eastern segment. Plans are at an
early stage and there is some remedial work to be
carried out on the Churchyard’s boundary walls
before any area can safely be set aside for this
proposal.

What do you think about the proposal?

Would you welcome it?

Or would it be be�er somewhere else in, say, the
older part of the cemetery?

Comments to Helmsley Town Council at
helmsleytc@gmail.com as soon as possible please.

HELMSLEY LIBRARY
North Yorkshire County Council is
embarking on a new consulta�on on the
future of the county’s libraries, for three
months from 3 November. A first mee�ng of
Town Councillors, Library volunteers and
Town Hall trustees with representa�ves of
the Library Service will take place on 4
November.



PANTO TIME!

Last year’s Aladdin was —so audience members told us — ‘be�er than York Theatre
Royal and Scarborough Spa’. The Arts Centre is the perfect venue, and with so many
local people involved, onstage and backstage, it really brings our community
together. Children from as young as five who are members of the 1812 ‘Tykes’ group
will steal the show again, Youth Theatre members take starring roles — and this
year’s Ugly Sisters are Charlie Grumbley, known to most of Helmsley for his window‐
cleaning day‐job, and Joe Coughlan from Kirkbymoorside, whose son Alastair, last
year’s Aladdin, plays Bu�ons. 

Tickets are selling fast! Bring friends and family for a fabulous panto in the heart of
Helmsley. This is all that pantomime should be – and it’s right here on our doorstep. 

Ma�nee performances: 2.30pm on Saturday 6th, Sunday 7th, Saturday 13th and
Sunday 14th December. Evening shows: 7.30pm are on Saturday 6th, Tuesday 9th to
Saturday 13th December inclusive. 

Ticket: £13, Concessions £12, Under 18’s £7 and it’s £34 for a Family Ticket. To book
ring the Box Office on 01439 771700 or book online at www.helmsleyarts.co.uk.

MAGNA CARTA CELEBRATIONS
June 2015

Plans are taking shape for Helmsley’s part in na�onal celebra�ons of the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta — the
charter sealed at Runnymede which limited the powers of King John in 1215 and became an enduring symbol of
the rights and liber�es of free ci�zens everywhere. Baron Robert de Ros of Helmsley Castle was one of 25
‘suretors’ or enforcers of the charter, and we will salute his historic role on Sunday 14 June 2015 with a special
church service and bellringing; events in the Market Place organised by Helmsley in Business; a tea party in the
Town Hall; and an early‐evening picnic in the Castle, by courtesy of English Heritage.

With the help of funding from the Magna Carta Barons Associa�on, the Council is acquiring a parchment copy of
the Magna Carta itself — to be displayed in the West Range of the Castle with other material rela�ng to Robert
de Ros during the month of June; there will be free access for Helmsley residents for a limited period. 

More permanent commemora�ons, and joint events with North Yorkshire’s other Magna Carta Baronies
(Topcliffe, Thirsk and Skipton), are under discussion. There will also be a recep�on for representa�ves all the
Magna Carta Barons’ towns and villages at the Mansion House (home of the Lord Mayor) in London in May.

If you would like to be involved in this exci�ng programme, please contact
Mar�n Vander Weyer: mvweyer@b�nternet.com. 

It’s Panto �me again — oh yes it is! And where be�er
to find tradi�onal fes�ve fun than at this year’s
Cinderella at Helmsley Arts Centre? The 1812 Theatre
Co’s Pantomime has undergone its own spectacular
transforma�on in recent years with a winning
combina�on of local talent and professional direc�on,
not to men�on super special effects. No has‐been
celebs here! Instead, audiences can enjoy the pure fun
and spectacle of a proper family pantomime.



COUNCIL
Councillor Jane Barker re�red from the council this summer a�er 13 years and Councillor Phillip
Pearce also stepped down. We welcome two new councillors, Jean Marsden and Jonathan
Fairburn.

MARKET PLACE CHRISTMAS TREE
Problems with the suitability of the tree lights and supplying electricity to them last year led to a
rethink by the Council. The lights were returned for a full refund of £700 and the Town Hall trustees
have taken over arrangements, with the support of a grant offer of up to £1,000 from the Council.
This year there will be two large trees, one either side of the Library doors.

NEW BENCHES IN THE CEMETERY � DONORS SOUGHT
If anyone would like to donate towards the cost (either wholly or with others) of a memorial bench
in the cemetery please get in touch with the clerk. The council will buy one or two benches in kit
form at a cost of £155 ex VAT from Duncombe Park Sawmill and the caretaker will assemble and
install them. Memorial plaques can be ordered locally.

HELMSLEY’S EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR 
Helmsley now has a defibrillator. It is a device used to revive people who collapse and whose heart
may have failed, by administering a small electric shock. It sounds a li�le frightening, but most
people will have seen these devices in ac�on on television. 

Anyone with a mobile phone can use one. Please see the bright yellow Defibrillator Box outside the
Public Toilets in Borogate for more informa�on. Remember you could save a life!
Please check it out.

Thanks to Yorkshire Ambulance Trust for dona�ng the defibrillator, Rural Ac�on
Yorkshire for a £250 grant for installa�on costs and to Ryedale District Council for
agreeing that it could be installed on their building.



TREES
We are going to have to lose one of the Churchyard trees: a Silver Birch
has been a�acked by Honey Fungus and must be felled. A suitable
replacement will be considered at a later date.

An inspec�on of the Council’s trees means that work is due at the Old
Cemetery and Ryedale Close. The main loss is an infected large maple on
the western boundary of the Old Cemetery by the bend in the road, which
has to be felled for safety reasons. A large beech on the other side of the
Cemetery will have some lower branches removed for vehicle clearance.

ROAD SIGNS
You will no doubt have seen the plethora of ‘informal’ signage which appears seasonally every year
on the approach roads into Helmsley. These signs are considered unsightly and damaging to the
character of the town, especially those on trailers and the larger brightly coloured ones. The
Na�onal Park has determined that the prac�ce of erec�ng unauthorised signs adver�sing regional
and local events will cease from 2015. 

This has prompted the Council to apply for permission to erect three signs on the approach roads
to promote Helmsley events. These will have a Welcome to Helmsley heading and a web address at
the bo�om, with the middle sec�on constructed to allow for changing signs for forthcoming
Helmsley events. We hope this will allow for all events in Helmsley to receive the publicity they
require whilst keeping the roadsides safe and clu�er‐free.

CEMETERY
The con�nual requirement to keep the Cemetery
looking neat has led to some lateral thinking by
the Town Council whose responsibility the
cemetery is. 

The old part of the Cemetery is difficult to
maintain as strimming takes considerable �me
and effort. A sugges�on was made recently at a
Council mee�ng to consider adop�ng a prac�ce
used in other cemeteries in the area, namely
sheep. The proposal is that sheep are allowed into
the old part of the Cemetery two or three �mes a
year in the growing season to graze the grass and
weeds. This proposal is not being considered for
the newer parts of the Cemetery which will be
fenced off while the sheep are in, as will gaps in
the Cemetery hedging and fencing. 

A new set of rules for the Cemetery has been
published on the Council website.



STREET LIGHTING
The Council is responsible for most of the streetlights in Helmsley. They have replaced nine old
concrete streetlights on Bondgate and Ryegate following advice from the County Council. They are
individually numbered in case they fail, when they can be accurately reported for remedial ac�on
to a contractor. 

A sugges�on has been made for the Council to consider turning streetlights off at midnight and
turning them on again at 5.00am. This would not be done in sensi�ve areas or where safety is
paramount. The saving on electricity would be quite substan�al and the Council is minded to adopt
the idea, ini�ally for a trial period.

North Yorkshire County Council will soon be sending a leaflet to every household as part of a Street
Ligh�ng Energy Reduc�on Programme consulta�on. A map and more informa�on will be provided
on NYCC’s website.

QUIZ AND BINGO NIGHTS
Two regular events now feature in the Sports Pavilion. On the first Thursday of every month it’s our
Quiz Night with Pie and Pea Supper: for £10 you are served an excellent supper, followed by the
chance to answer some easy (and some difficult) ques�ons, with a bo�le of wine for the winners.
Team sizes are a maximum of four, but smaller teams are welcome (and you get to drink more of
the prize if you win)!

Bingo Nights are held on the third Thursday of every month — for cash prizes and also various
donated prizes. Nibbles and the open bar ensure a great atmosphere and some lucky people go
home with more than they came with! Both are great nights out that provide light relief and good

company as winter sets in.



SPORTS
As most residents will be aware, the
Council is responsible, as the Trustee, for
the Sports site on Baxton’s Lane. 

To date the Council has spent some
£90,000 on extending the pavilion,
equipping the new kitchen and providing
new toilets and changing rooms. The next
tranche of work is to refurbish the public rooms and the Council is applying to various funders to support
the work. When complete the pavilion will provide an excellent venue for all types of events and indoor
sports. 

New public toilets including a disabled facility, which will be housed adjacent to the Bowls Club Pavilion, will
be completed before next Spring and will be available at most �mes.

If you or someone you know can provide an ac�ve sports programme — anything from Kick Boxing to Table
Tennis — please get in touch. We need more people using the facility so we can demonstrate to the funding
bodies that any money they invest will be used to good advantage.

There is a membership charge for residents who wish to join the Social Club on the sports site of £15 per
annum. This en�tles members to various discounts when using the bar and all the facili�es on the site. If
you have a family event or party and need a venue the Pavilion is available and with membership comes
reduced hire charges and other benefits.

This is a Helmsley community facility and shortly you may be approached by someone canvassing for your
thoughts on what you would like to see there. Please take a few minutes to answer; when we approach the
funders we will need these consulta�on results as evidence why Helmsley should receive further grants.
email: helmsleyrc@gmail.com or phone 01439 771850.

FUNDRAISING SUCCESS
Over £1,200 was raised for Helmsley Recrea�on Charity (which owns and operates the sports facili�es) by
those who enjoyed a great night out at The Feathers Hotel with live music from York band The Supermodels.
The organiser, Councillor Dawn Paton,would like to thank The Feathers Hotel, the volunteer helpers on the
night, the local businesses who generously donated raffle prizes and all who supported the event.



OFFICE HOURS
Monday 9.30am – 12.30pm
Tuesday 9.30am – 12.30pm

HELMSLEY TOWN
COUNCIL OFFICE
The office is now at the North York
Moors Na�onal Park Office.

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS 
for Helmsley residents

Police                                                         101
Crimestoppers                                          0800 555 111
Church of England Vicar                         770983
Methodist Minister                                 770300
Roman Catholic Priest                             766877
                                       
Helmsley Medical Centre                       770288
York District Hospital                               01904 631313
Malton Hospital                                       01653 693041
Kirkbymoorside Clinic                             01751 431207

Bondgate Dental Prac�ce                       770493
Glen Op�cians                                          770929
Edgemoor Veterinary Prac�ce              771166
                                       
Helmsley Primary School                       770783
Ryedale School                                         771665
Lady Lumley’s School                              01751 472846

Train enquiries                                         08457 484950
Bus enquiries (County Traveline)          08712 002233
Helmsley Arts Centre  (box office)        771700 

 Helmsley Town Councillors

Chairman                 Mr Chris Parkin                                  770557
Vice Chairman         The Hon. Jake Duncombe      770213
Councillors               Mr Mar�n Vander Weyer      770292
                                   Mrs Carol Swi�                        771072
                                   Mrs Dawn Paton                      771334
                                   Mr Jonathan Fairburn             via office
                                             Mrs Jean Marsden                  770720

Clerk                          Ms Victoria Ellis                      
                                   (office)                                      01439 772572
Assistant Clerk        Mrs Lucy Pryor

The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York YO62 5BP
Email: helmsleytc@gmail.com | www.helmsleytowncouncil.co.uk
Council Mee�ngs are usually held on the last Monday of the month in the
Na�onal Park Mee�ng Room.

Please contact the Town Clerk if you have any queries about the
Town Council or its services.

Your Ryedale District Councillors are
                                   Cllr Steve Arnold                      770904
                                   Cllr George Hawkins               798231

Your N. Y. County Councillor is
                                   Cllr Val Arnold                          770904

Ryedale District Council                                            01653 600666 
RDC Emergency out of hours                                   01653 697737
North Yorkshire County Council County                 08458 727374
North York Moors Na�onal Park                              770657

Helmsley Town Council Accounts • 2013–2014
RECEIPTS
Receipts 
Precept £51,500.00 
Cemetery £4,966.00 
Helmsley Archive £439.00 
Grant NYCC Verge Cu	ng (final year) £1,481.26 
Grant NYMNPA Caretaker £2,500.00 
Grant ‐ RDC precept grant (final year) £4,667.14 
Grants ‐ other £2,915.00 
Miscellaneous £518.20 
Bank Interest £26.30 

SUB TOTAL £69,012.90 
VAT (2012–2013 £3,044.78) (Apr–Nov 2013 £4.374.81) £7,419.59 

TOTAL INCOME £76,432.49 
PAYMENTS
Revenue Budget Payments
Salaries £23,281.90 
Expenses / Reimbursements £1,355.51 
Admin, training etc £7,011.82
Subscrip�ons (YLCA paid April 13 and March 14 £1,167.00
Grass / hedge Cu	ng exc. Churchyard £6,837.45 
Churchyard Grass Cu	ng £840.00 
General / winter Maintenance £4,819.26 
Cemetery £4,097.50 
Helmsley Archive £172.77 
Grants £1,091.03
Expenditure for Sports Club in lieu of grass cu	ng £6,171.40 
Streetlights £4,802.05 
Con�ngency £1,620.00 

SUB TOTAL £63,267.69
Capital Budget Payments
Helmsley Recrea�on Charity £5,000.00 
Play Equipment £10,000.00 

SUB TOTAL £15,000.00
VAT
VAT (April to November, recovered) £4,374.81 
VAT (Dec 2013 to March 2014 to be recovered) £1,619.52 

SUB TOTAL £5,994.33
TOTAL PAYMENTS £84,262.02

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS SUMMARY
Balance brought forward 1 April 2013 £48,986.77
Add total receipts (as above) £76,432.49 

£125,419.26
Less total payments (as above) £84,262.02 
Balance carried forward 31 March 2014 £41,157.24


