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Helmsley’s magna carta celeBratIOns

magna carta tea party

2015

Why is Helmsley celebrating the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta – the ‘great
charter’ of rights and liberties sealed by King John at Runnymede in June 1215?
Because our own Baron Robert de Ros, who built Helmsley Castle and granted the
town a borough charter, was one of 25 ‘Sureties’ (guarantors) appointed to make
sure King John kept his word. Together with other English towns and villages
whose Barons were involved, Helmsley is part of the national salute to the historic
document which was the foundation of ‘freedom under law’ throughout the
English-speaking world. Read more inside about the Magna Carta events.

There will be a tea party at Helmsley Town Hall for the over-75s of
Helmsley and Carlton on Tuesday 16 June,. 3:30pm-5:30pm. If you
would like to come along, please contact Jane Barker, 01439 770355
by Friday 5 June.

magna carta events
On sunday 14 June 2015

11am-3pm: A Living History Walkway presented by Helmsley in Business along the path from
Castlegate to the Castle steps, with stalls, street entertainment, Morris Dancing, Medieval
Surprises and the 1812 Youth Theatre show: Magna Carta: Helmsley’s Story! Join the Shield Trail
around the shops of Helmsley and ﬁnd your very own Knight in Shining Armour...

3pm-4pm: Bell ringers at All Saints Church ring a special quarter peal of ‘Magna Carta Delight’,
as part of a national belling-ringing event. The ringers will host an open tower event from 1pm 3pm for visitors to climb the tower, to watch ringing and see the bells.

4.15pm-5pm: Bilsdale Silver Band play in Market Place.

5pm-5.50pm: Ecumenical ‘Songs of Praise’ Service at All Saints Church.

6pm-8.30pm: Town Picnic in Helmsley Castle

By kind permission of English Heritage, Helmsley residents and friends are invited to the Castle
to reprise the memorable Golden Jubilee picnic of 2002. Bilsdale Silver Band will play, there will
be a falconry demonstration by Duncombe Park’s International Birds of Prey Centre, and the
Magna Carta Exhibition (see below) will be open to view. Bring food, drink, rugs, folding chairs
etc. All plastic, not glass, please, don’t walk on low walls or grassy slopes, and take picnic debris
home with you. No tents/gazebos. Access for mobility scooters (up to the South Barbican).

Up to 9pm: Helmsley Walled Garden and Café will remain open.

If the weather is bad, the Castle Picnic cannot take place. Helmsley in Business activities will take
place in the Town Hall, and Bilsdale Silver Band will play in All Saints Church 4.15-5pm.
Announcements will be made on the day!

OtHer events

A delegation from Helmsley, led by Freemen Jane Barker and Ken Claridge, attended a reception
by the Lord Mayor of London at the Mansion House on Tuesday 12 May.

Magna Carta Exhibition at Helmsley Castle throughout June, including a facsimile copy of Magna
Carta itself and artefacts relating to Robert de Ros. Free entry for Helmsley residents (on proof of
residence, such as a utility bill) from Thurs 11 to Wed 17 June inclusive.
Thurs 11 June, 6pm-7pm: Illustrated Talk on ‘Helmsley’s Baron and Magna Carta’ by Martin
Vander Weyer at Helmsley Arts Centre, tickets £5 from the Box Oﬃce. (A short version of this talk
can be seen on YouTube).
Magna Carta Barons Cards and Tea-towels will be available at retail outlets in the town and at
the events — proﬁts to fund the event programme.

Helmsley lIBrary

Helmsley Town Council is looking for volunteers of all ages
who want to help keep Helmsley Library running on
Friday afternoons. You will be oﬀered comprehensive
training and the chance to learn new skills, gain valuable
work experience, make new friends and contribute to
community life. Please leave your name and contact
details at the Library or at Helmsley Town Council Oﬃce.

electIOn

It’s been a while since an election was held for
Helmsley Town Council – the last one was in 2003. At
the Council’s April meeting the outgoing chairman,
Councillor Chris Parkin, thanked all candidates for
putting themselves forward to serve the community.
Election Day on the Thurs 7 May 2015 saw a turnout of
588 electors, 60% of those eligible to vote.

© The Electrol Commision

replacement street lIgHts

The Town Council ‘s Streetlight Replacement Programme was delayed last year but this Spring
we have plans for up to 10 new columns or lanterns installed at the cost of nearly £10,000.
A Public Inquiry into the application to record a public footpath between Bridge Street and
Pottergate is to be held at The Feathers Hotel, Helmsley on the Wed 2 September and Thurs 3
September. The Inquiry documents are available at Helmsley Library and on the Town Council’s
website.

new dOg BIn & Bag dIspenser

Dogs will be catered for with the new bin and bag dispenser at the northern end
of Riccal Drive, near the junction with the A170 Linkfoot Lane. Dog walkers are
urged to use the bin for the disposal of bags, rather than nearby verges and
woodland where many were picked up in the recent litterpick.

gIve us a sIgn!

Planning applications have recently been submitted by the Town Council to both North York
Moors National Park and Ryedale District Council, for three signs on the entrance roads into
Helmsley to promote the Town and local events. The signs will be shared with the Duncombe
Park Estate and will replace ‘ﬂy signage’ on road sides – which will be removed if and when it
appears. Organisations which wish to use the new sign facility should contact the Town
Council.

Helmsley develOpment plan

The Helmsley Development Plan, which will specify sites for some 150 new homes in Helmsley to
be built by 2030, is in its ﬁnal stage – waiting comments from the planning inspectorate,
following a public examination in March.

Houses currently being built on Linkfoot Lane fall within the plan, and the next expected
development will be on the east side of Carlton Rd, north of Swanland Rd. Further details are
awaited of the proposed NYCC Extra Care residential facility for the elderly, north of Elmslac Rd,
and a mixed development south of the A170 adjacent to Storey Close and the industrial estate.

The Council has been closely involved in every stage of drafting and discussing the Plan, and is
conﬁdent that the voice of Helmsley has been heard in this process.

cemetery seats

New seats for the Cemetery have generously been donated in response to the Town Council’s
appeal in the last newsletter. Mrs Magson and family and Mr and Mrs Saxby were the ﬁrst
respondents, and their memorial seats are at the end of each path.
Two trees, a Prunus “Tai Haku” (or Great White Cherry) and a Malus “Red Sentinel” (crab
apple), have been kindly donated by Mr Martin Constantine for the Old Cemetery, and have
been planted close to the site of a large maple which had to be cut down last year.

spOrts cluB

Work continues at the Recreation Ground on Baxtons Lane. The Bowls Pavilion has just been
reﬁtted together with the Public Toilets which are incorporated in that Pavilion. A new path to the
main Pavilion has been created which makes the building more accessible and a new entrance is in
the process of being formed. A new (secondhand) gang mower is
undergoing trials by the Cricket Club and if successful it will be purchased
at the end of the season. Quiz and Bingo nights continue and of course
the Pavilion is available for Private Hire. Currently the Recreation Charity
is working on providing a Gym in the Pavilion. It is early days but a
response to the questionnaire delivered to Helmsley households in March
suggest it would be well supported.
Do visit the Recreation Ground if you have an interest in sport. All the
Clubs would welcome more members, even if you only pop up
occasionally to watch a cricket match!

do you have

passion • ﬂair • heart ?

Helmsley recreation ground is looking for help and support in a wide
variety of areas. Please email helmsleytc@gmail.com or call
01439 770557 if you have a talent you are willling to share!

Helmsley pOOl

It is hoped that Pool will open as usual this year. Last year was almost a record year and we hope
to build on that. It was also very, very busy with long queues waiting in the hot sun on some
days, not even sure whether they would gain admittance. To parents and grandparents, a word
of advice: children will swim whatever the weather, don’t wait until it gets hot and then bring
them to the most popular session. Try an earlier or later one or a day with little sun: they will
still swim! Promise!
For all sports and Recreation Ground information and pool opening and closing times the web
address is www.helmsleysports.org and the new telephone number for both the Pool and the
Club is 01439 408010. We also now have broadband in the Pavilion.

Finally if you want to help with the running of
the Sports Ground, whether you are sports
coach or a semi-skilled grass cutter, we are
desperate for volunteers. Call now and if there
is no one there, please leave a message.
Someone will get back to you, (another)
promise!

sprIng clean sunday - By cOuncIllOr erIca rOse

There was a bumper turnout at our litter-pick on Thursday 19 March, despite the
discouraging weather. Around 30 people took part, including Scouts who were using the
opportunity to gain their Community Service badge. It’s impossible to be precise about
numbers, though, as we got a bit ﬂustered trying to keep track of who was there and
borrowing which piece of equipment! Anyway, everybody seemed to ﬁnd what they needed
and set oﬀ.

Fortunately we did manage to keep track of where they all went: some headed up the A170
towards Sproxton and harvested a huge amount of rubbish, including a foot-wide Chinese
bowl and a terrier-racing sign; other grown-ups set oﬀ to tackle Riccal Drive and various
footpaths in the town; and the youngsters did an excellent job around the long-stay car-park
and on the verge of the Stokesley road.

Another group focused on the A170 heading towards Kirkbymoorside. Councillor Chris
Parkin brought his own invention, two-screws-in-the-end-of-a-piece-of-wood invention for
pulling out stuﬀ that you can't reach with a grabber. It helped him make a good job of
clearing up under the hedge on Linkfoot Lane, which was absolutely full of rubbish, including
17 dog waste bags and a burglar alarm.
By the end we had 23 bags of landﬁll and 13 bags of recyclables. Separating out the
recyclables greatly reduced the volume going to landﬁll and it was also good for our carbon
footprint. Did you know that rescuing 12 dumped cans saves enough carbon to oﬀset a 10mile drive? I was really amazed by the way people got into what they were doing – many did
well over an hour, and even then I got the impression they would have liked to keep going if
only they hadn't been freezing cold and soaking wet! And it was especially encouraging to
ﬁnd out about several other Helmsley people who litter-pick on their own.

If you’d like to be kept informed of future litter-picks in Helmsley, please contact me by email
(erica.rose@talk21.com) or phone 01439 771086.

FrackIng In ryedale: tHreat Or OppOrtunIty?

By Helmsley residents Anne Nightingale and June Smith
Fracking is a way of extracting gas from deep underground. There is a layer of rock called
Bowland Shale that lies under Ryedale and contains trapped methane gas. To extract the gas,
wells will be drilled vertically to about 10,000ft, then horizontally for up to 1.5 miles. A mixture
of water, sand and chemicals (‘frac ﬂuid’) will be pumped down at high pressure, fracturing the
rock and allowing gas to escape. The gas will ﬂows back up the well, along with about 50% of
the frac ﬂuid.
Supporters say fracking would make the UK more energy independent, as we currently buy
about half our gas from Norway and Qatar (but not from Russia, as is often reported). They say
that it can be done safely, without disrupting life in the countryside or damaging health or
water supplies, and that it would boost local employment.
Opponents say there are multiple risks to fracking. Each fracked well would require 100 days of
drilling, 24 hours a day, and would be commercially viable for between 1 and 3 years, which
means fracking companies would have to drill more and more wells, leading to creeping
industrialisation. Servicing well-sites would require large numbers of HGV movements and
would create air, noise and light pollution. A spread of fracking across Ryedale will negatively
impact our two biggest employment sectors, tourism and agriculture.
Each commercial frack will require millions of gallons of water. Given that Ryedale is a
borderline drought area, some local businesses and farmers are concerned about depletion of
water supplies if fracking takes oﬀ. When waste water from fracking is returned to the surface
it contains NORMs (Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials), hydrocarbons and heavy
metals, as well as chemical additives. This waste water will need to be taken by tanker to a
disposal facility, and there are questions about whether it can be disposed of safely.
Last month NHS Scarborough and Ryedale Clinical Commissioning Group recommended a
Health Impact Assessment before any decision to allow fracking in Ryedale. Fracking has been
banned in Scotland, Wales, France, Bulgaria, Holland, New York State because of health risk
concerns.
Meanwhile Third Energy, the company that operates Knapton natural gas power station,
announced plans in March to establish 19 well-sites within Ryedale, with each site containing
between 10 and 50 boreholes.
Fracking is a major issue for Ryedale. Find out more at: www.ryedale.gov.uk/pages/councilinformation/news/1347-fracking.html
www.frackfreeryedale.org
http://www.third-energy.com

mac BOultOn

Mac Boulton, who joined the Town Council last year, passed away in April, aged 67. Mac was a
retired farm manager from Kent — and an enthusiast for American trucks, on which he ran a
website that attracted viewers around the world. He and his wife Christine came to Helmsley in
2006, and he became interested in the Council’s work through his concern for the wellbeing of
owls in the Cemetery, which he could see from his home in Warwick Place. He oﬀered himself
for a vacant Council seat despite already suﬀering from cancer. During his brief time with us he
made valuable and perceptive contributions, and he will be much missed. We send our
condolences to Christine and their children Ian and Sally, and hope to place new owl boxes in
the Cemetery in Mac’s memory.

cOuncIllOr Jake duncOmBe

Jake is a chartered surveyor who spent ten years working in London and abroad before coming back to Helmsley to
take on responsibility for the Duncombe Park estate, where he now lives with his wife Raﬀaella and their three
young children.

Speciﬁc areas of interest include provision of facilities for young families, maintenance/improvement of the
townscape, and promotion of Helmsley as an attractive destination for visitors. Jake is also a trustee of the Helmsley
Arts Centre, and patron of All Saints Church.

cOuncIllOr JOnatHan FaIrBurn

I am a 54 year old farmer who has lived in the Helmsley area all my life, 35 years at Harriet Air just outside Rievaulx
and the last 20 years at Griﬀ Farm just outside Helmsley, so I can call myself a "local”. My wife Tracy and I have a
son and I have a step-daughter and son. My hope for this council term of oﬃce is that we can improve the parking
in Helmsley and the local amenities as well as welcome an inﬂux of new residents into the town with the building
which has been proposed.

cOuncIllOr geOrge HawkIns

I would like to thank everyone who voted for me. I am very pleased to be voted onto Helmsley Town Council, it will
be my ﬁrst time sitting on the Parish Council but I intend to bring my experience from being on Ryedale District
Council for the past 8 years.
I will be looking at issues aﬀecting both residents and businesses ensuring that we continue to have a thriving
community. Once again, thank you.

cOuncIllOr Jean marsden

Thank you to those who voted for me to continue as a town councillor. I will serve the community to the best of
my ability and listen to the concerns of everyone who lives and work here.
Helmsley is a wonderful safe environment to bring up a family: I will try to safeguard this unique heritage for
future generations. Developments planned for the next decade will increase the population and create more jobs.
We must continue to support local businesses, attractions and events which encourage visitors, who in turn
increase the wealth of the town to the beneﬁt of all.

cOuncIllOr cHrIs parkIn

I am delighted to be elected to serve on Helmsley Town Council and would like to thank all those who voted for me in the
election.

The Town Council will in my opinion be better for the election and I look forward to the new round of challenges, which seem to
arrive more and more frequently, in the next few months and years.
I would like to pay a special thanks to Martin Vander Weyer who served on the last Council. He was a very good servant to
Helmsley – I hope his knowledge and expertise has rubbed oﬀ on other Councillors!

cOuncIllOr erIca rOse

I have lived in Ryedale since 1987, working ﬁrst as a parent and smallholder, later on as a physiotherapist,
psychotherapist and health researcher. Nowadays I focus on unpaid work in the local community.
As a new councillor I would really like to know what people in Helmsley think and feel about our town, and their ideas
of how we on the Town Council could help to make this an even better place to live.
I am married to Steve, have two grown-up children, and by the time this is printed I will be a grandma for the ﬁrst time!

cOuncIllOr carOl swIFt

I have lived in Helmsley for the last 35 years and brought up two daughters and ran a business with my husband Frank. We now
run a small bed and breakfast in Church Street.
I have been on the Town Council for about 18 month and the Town Hall Committee for about a year. I have been fundraising for the
sports club, organising the 10k run and the bonﬁre as well as quizzes and bingo etc.
I am looking forward to working with my fellow councillors and the people of Helmsley. I would like to thank you for voting for me.

annual repOrt

useFul pHOne numBers
for Helmsley residents
Police
Crimestoppers
Church of England Vicar
Methodist Minister
Roman Catholic Priest

101
0800 555 111
770983
770300
766877

Helmsley Medical Centre
York District Hospital
Malton Hospital
Kirkbymoorside Clinic

770288
01904 631313
01653 693041
01751 431207

Bondgate Dental Practice
Glen Opticians
Edgemoor Veterinary Practice

770493
770929
771166

Helmsley Primary School
Ryedale School
Lady Lumley’s School

770783
771665
01751 472846

Train enquiries
Bus enquiries (County Traveline)
Helmsley Arts Centre (box oﬃce)

08457 484950
08712 002233
771700

Helmsley town councillors

the chairman and vice-chairman will be elected at
the council meeting on monday 18 may at 6.30pm.
Councillors

clerk
assistant clerk

The Hon. Jake Duncombe
Mr Jonathan Fairburn
Mr George Hawkins
Mrs Jean Marsden
Mr Chris Parkin
Ms Erica Rose
Mrs Carol Swift
ms victoria ellis
(oﬃce) 01439 772572
mrs lucy pryor

770213
771600
798231
770720
770557
771086
771072

Please contact the Town Clerk if you have any queries about
the Town Council or its services.

Your N. Y. County Councillor is
Cllr Val Arnold

Ryedale District Council
RDC Emergency out of hours
North Yorkshire County Council County
North York Moors National Park

receIpts
Precept
£53,500.00
Cemetery
£5,240.34
Helmsley Archive
£926.00
Grant NYCC Verge Cutting
£1,587.06
Grant NYMNPA Caretaker
£2,500.00
Grant - RDC precept grant (ﬁnal year)
£2,333.57
£50.00
Grants - other
Miscellaneous inc. 2 refunds of £1,450
£1,474.36
Bank Interest
£8.44
S106 for Recreation Charity Facilities
£44,352.00
suB tOtal £111,971.77
vat repaId
December 2013-March 2014.
April-August 2014.
September 2014-February 2015.

£1,619.52
£4,674.23
£1,058.27
suB tOtal £7,352.02
tOtal receIpts £119,323.79

payments
revenue Budget payments
Salaries, Pensions, HMRC
Expenses / Reimbursements
Audit
General Admin, Insurance & Newsletter
Stationery
Training
Subscriptions
Verges - Grass Cutting
Churchyard trees and grass cutting
Cemetery Upkeep
General Maintenance
Winter Maintenance - Gritting/Snow Clearance
Helmsley Archive
Grant - Helmsley Recreation Charity
Grants - Xmas Lights £1,000, Magna Carta etc.
Streetlights - Power and Maintenance
Streetlights - Replacement
Helmsley Recreation Club s106 funds
Contingency
suB tOtal

£25,069.05
£649.28
£375.00
£6,544.82
£164.60
£520.00
£696.00
£6,186.45
£1,380.00
£2,010.78
£4,274.31
£0.00
£550.06
£15,000.00
£2,153.20
£9,458.58
£16,200.00
£14,471.69
£750.00
£106,453.82

vat
April to August (recovered)
£4,674.23
September 2014-February 2015 (recovered)
£1,058.27
March 2015 (to be recovered - claim submitted
31st March 2015)
£3,769.98
suB tOtal
£9,502,48
tOtal payments £115,956.30

receIpts and payments summary

the Old vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, york yO62 5Bp
email: helmsleytc@gmail.com | www.helmsleytowncouncil.co.uk
Council Meetings are usually held on the last Monday of the month in
the National Park Meeting Room.

Your Ryedale District Councillors are
Steve Arnold
Snowy Windress

Helmsley town council accounts • 2014–2015

Balance brought forward 1 april 2014
Add total receipts (as above)

Less total payments (as above)
Balance carried forward 31 march 2015

* £29,880.31 is the balance of s106 funds for Helmsley
Recreation Charity.
Helmsley Town Council Reserves £14,644.42

01439 770904
Mob: 07854 221152
01439 770904

01653 600666
01653 697737
08458 727374
01439 772700

£41,157.24
£119,323.79
£160,481.03
£115,956.30
£44,524.73*

OFFIce HOurs

Monday 9.30am – 12.30pm
Tuesday 9.30am – 12.30pm

Helmsley
tOwn
cOuncIl
OFFIce

The oﬃce is now at
the North York
Moors National Park
Oﬃce.

