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bonfire nigHt 
Helmsley Town Council cordially invites you to a Pyrotechnic
Phenomenon. On Saturday the 7 November 2015 the customary
Bonfire Night celebrations are being upgraded to provide a
spectacular firework display after the bonfire is lit. 

Two innovations for 2015 will be the firework display, which for the
first time in Helmsley will be set to music, AND a raffle which will be
held on the night for the chance to win the opportunity to push the
button to start the display. As usual, refreshments will be available
in the Pavilion and the bar will be open. So come along for a great
night, have a go at the raffle and have your name recorded for
posterity as the first member of the public to set off the Firework
Display in Helmsley.

gates open 6:00pm - bonfire lit 6:30pm - fireworks display 7:00pm   

Entry is £5 with under-fives free. Raffle tickets to set off the
Firework display will be £1 and as usual all the proceeds on the
night will go to the Sports Club charity. See you there!
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fracking
in Helmsley: 6tH and
7tH november
Councillors Erica Rose and Chris Parkin are
working together with a group of residents
to put together an Information Display about
fracking (the extraction of shale gas by
hydraulic fracturing). As discussed in our
article inside this newsletter, fracking is an
issue of increasing concern for us in
Helmsley, particularly in the light of the 
proposed new fracking licences that affect our town. The Information Display will give a
factual representation of what fracking is, and will also identify some of the questions that
need to be answered if the process is to go ahead safely; there will also be information about
the planning process. The Information Display will be in the side room of the Town Hall on
Friday 6th November (9:00am–7:30pm) and Saturday 7th November (9:00am–5:00pm).



Helmsley community and sPorts club
The next tranche of work is almost finished at the Pavilion at the Sports Club. The new entrance,
porch and pathway are now in operation. This new route into the Pavilion provides easier access
into the building for everyone, and is now fully operational for disabled users. Combined with
the newly renovated old snooker room and the new entrances to all the rooms, these
improvements will bring a new lease of life to this useful community building.

A door opener including all the necessary switching to improve access for wheelchair users has
been installed which, together with the disability toilet facility, make the Pavilion one of if not
the most disabled-friendly public buildings in Helmsley. Think about this when you need a place
to hold your special event!

The final piece of the jigsaw in the refurbishment programme at the Pavilion are the two rooms
currently used for events and drinks after sports matches, Quiz Nights and Bingo Nights. Funding
for upgrading the rooms is actively being sought at the moment.

All the Sports Clubs using the Baxton’s Lane site - Tennis, Bowls, Cricket and Football - welcome
new Members, as does the Social aspect of the Club. Quiz Night is held on the first Thursday of
the month and Bingo on the third Thursday of the month. New teams are coming and we’d like
to see more. Now is the time to join. If you fancy keeping fit there’s Boxercise on Mondays at
6:00pm. 

The Club also has a new telephone number 01439 408010 which is not the usual style of
Helmsley number but works just as well. Although the telephone is only manned during opening
times there is an answerphone so if you need to make contact, leave a message: your call will be
returned. Or you can email helmsleyrc@gmail.com.

oPen air sWimming Pool
Helmsley Open Air Swimming Pool has had another successful summer this year. Although the
weather was not too kind, the Pool still proved popular with visitors. Thanks to the new Lifeguards
this year - Charisse, Daniel and Ryan - who will be returning next year. Hollie and Phil have moved on,
as their university courses have finished. As ever, we have had some issues with the machinery and a
leak seems likely after the last water bill but if nothing else we are forever optimistic and we have the
winter to try and sort out some of the issues. 

You might not be aware the Helmsley Pool is now one of fewer than 100 municipal Outdoor
Swimming Pools left in the country, so it is rather special. If you ever feel like helping out with
anything from website updating to cleaning we can certainly find you a position.

Finally, special thanks to
Val Travis for her input on the
administration side and
David Parkin for his many hours on
the machinery and water quality:
without these people it is unlikely the
Pool would open.

See you next year.



roman coins
A hoard of Roman coins has been bequeathed to The Helmsley Archive by the family of the
late Richard Frank. The Frank Collection was found in Helmsley in 1931 by Richard's father
(also named Richard), and comprises 34 silver Roman denarii dating from as early as AD69. It
is believed that the hoard was deposited not much later than AD218, the date of the latest
coin. Roman coinage was badly depreciated during the 3rd Century, and that meant that the
earlier, high-value silver tended to be hoarded; it is very seldom found lost or scattered on a
habitation site because of its increased value.

A total of eleven different Roman emperors or their wives are represented on the coins -
including Vespasian, Trajan, Marcus Aurelius and Septimius Severus. The coins are typically
about 12mm in diameter, and each contains about 3g of silver. They are in good condition -
especially the more recent ones - and have been clearly identified by the late Philip Corder
of The Roman Malton and District Excavation Committee.

One interesting point is that the two coins of Caracalla and one of Geta (his brother) are
inscribed with their father's name, though bearing their own busts; it means that they were
issued during the reign of their father, Antoninus Pius. The rest of the coins of Geta were
issued when he was 'Caesar', (that is ‘heir-apparent’) and before he - for four brief years
before his murder - became joint Imperator with his brother, Caracalla.

All of The Frank Collection - together with their detailed descriptions - can be seen on The
Helmsley Archive - see www.helmsleyarchive.org.uk

The Helmsley Archive is primarily a collection of more than 5000 images illustrating the
history of Helmsley over the last 150 years. Its custodians, Jen and Paul Harris said:

"We are delighted to have received this bequest which will be of undoubted interest to
Helmsley residents - and others. Although we have no permanent display facilities for the
Archive, images of all of the coins and their detailed descriptions can be seen online. The
coins themselves have now been stored under modern conservation conditions - with
grateful assistance from English Heritage"

"The Helmsley Archive is eager to receive any other Helmsley-related images and artefacts;
these will be promptly and reliably returned after being scanned. If you can provide as
much information as possible on names, dates, location and events, this makes them of
wider interest. Initial contact can be made in person, or via The Helmsley Archive website".



Helmsley library
The library is a real asset for our town and is ably led by our
librarian. It is based in the heart of our town in the Town
Hall building. Not only is it a place for users to borrow
books, it provides adult courses, craft sessions for children,
and is also a place to use computers and develop IT skills. If
you are unable to come into the library, it delivers books,
DVDs and audio tapes to your home. It also acts as an
unofficial tourist information centre and is a place where
people meet.

North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) has agreed a plan for its libraries for the forthcoming period,
and as part of that plan it is hoped that Helmsley Library will become community led. The library will
need a leadership and management structure which will probably need volunteers to step forward to
take part. It is most likely that we will need more volunteers to staff the library. To this end, the Town
Council is facilitating discussions and trying to raise awareness. Community groups and residents have
been invited by NYCC to submit an "expression of interest" in running the library.

After the initial period, the Library Service will work with the selected group to write a business plan
which will be robust enough to ensure that the library can continue to thrive and develop. For the first
year at least, a dedicated worker, who will be shared with other libraries, will be available for   5-7
hours per week to support and help train volunteers. At the time of writing it is unclear where the
library will be based. NYCC have had some preliminary discussions with the National Park Authority
about possibly moving the library to the National Park offices, off Bondgate. 

In the meantime if you are interested in volunteering in the library please contact Jeanne Brown on
01439 770726. Leaflets are also available in the library.

A Helmsley Library Working Group has been set up by the council to find a way of keeping a library in
Helmsley despite the financial and staff cutbacks by NYCC. At least one councillor attends each
meeting, and the agendas and minutes are on the council’s website.

The council had a grants budget of £1,500 for 2015-2016. The Magna Carta celebration was
allocated just over £600 plus £200 for Bilsdale Silver Band after their splendid performances in the
Market Place and in the castle, and £150 to Ryedale Lions after their helpful stewarding at the
castle. Four £50 grants have been given this year – Friends of Moorsbus, RDC Chairman’s Charities,
All Saints Church in Helmsley for work on the trees, and Ryedale Citizen’s Advice Bureau.

streetligHts in Helmsley
Over recent weeks in Helmsley most streets with Helmsley Town Council’s streetlights have had
problems, with either the lights staying on, or worse, off. This is in addition to some long-term
problems with lights that need either replacing and/or work by Northern Powergrid (NP). The
recent problems may, or may not be, connected to recent work in the town by NP. A report on
all the problems should be available any day.
The council recently changed its maintenance contractor and now uses North Yorkshire County
Council.  NYCC can deal directly with NP, unlike the council’s former contractors, which will
speed up reconnections.
Replacement lights will be LED which will give improved coverage and have a 20-year guarantee.



car-free routes for Helmsley residents
Would you like to get out and about more on foot, by bicycle or mobility vehicle? Do you ride a
horse, but worry about coping in traffic? Do you have children or grandchildren and need safe
routes for short walks? Do you own holiday accommodation and want to encourage cycle-tourism?
Are you interested in working with others to develop car-free routes around the Helmsley area? 

Car free routes can bring pleasure and benefit to many, but there are also challenges in making
sure that different users are considered, and that users respect each other. Of course the first
challenge is agreeing routes and finding the resources to create and maintain them. 

Helmsley Town Council has taken the first step towards these challenges by appointing Councillor
Erica Rose to represent the Council on the Ryedale Cycle Forum partnership. Councillor Rose will be
part of a local working group looking at possibilities for car-free routes around the Helmsley area,
and would like to hear from any Helmsley residents or businesses who are interested. Contact
details: email helmsleytc@gmail.com or telephone Councillor Rose on 01439 771086.

do you have passion • flair • heart ?
Helmsley recreation ground is looking for help and support in a wide

variety of areas. Please email helmsleytc@gmail.com or call
01439 770557 if you have a talent you are willling to share!

A bench has kindly been donated to Helmsley Recreation Charity by Mrs Anne Baldwin in
memory of Chris Baldwin who sadly died in May 2013. He was born and lived in Helmsley all
his life, played cricket for Duncombe Park in his younger days, coached the under 11s football
team for a while and always supported the Football Club.

inquiry about a footPatH betWeen
ryegate and bridge street
The Definitive Map Modification Order has been confirmed by the Planning Inspector, and the
decision has been advertised in the local press.

There will be a period of six weeks for any final appeal to The High Court - expiring on 11th
November 2015.

An appeal can now only be on the ground that the Order is not within the powers of the
Countryside Act 1981, or that any regulation made under the Act has not been complied with.

Unless a final appeal is lodged, the route will then be opened by North Yorkshire County Council -
and signed.

More information is on the council’s website.

Councillors have attending training at Malton this year on courses run by the Yorkshire Local Councils
Association.  Councillors Duncombe, Marsden, Rose and Swift attended Developing Your Skills as a
Councillor and Councillors Duncombe and Swift attended Chairmanship Skills.



Helmsley’s magna carta celebration
by martin vander Weyer
The weather was unkind to Helmsley’s Magna Carta 800th
Anniversary programme, but we made the best of it anyway
— and learned a lot as we did so.

If you saw the 1812 Youth Theatre’s performance along the
path from Castlegate to the Castle, or the Magna Carta
exhibition in the Castle itself, you probably know a bit more
about our own Baron Robert de Ros than you did before. We
don’t know why he belatedly joined the Rebel Barons against
King John, but we certainly know what he did for Helmsley.
The borough charter he granted, creating a small number of
free men or ‘burgesses’ and licensing them to hold markets
and charge tolls, was the foundation of Helmsley’s medieval
prosperity, and of the shape of the town today.

We learned, too, about the harshness of life in the 13th century: brutal monarchs and
warlords extracting treasure and seizing territory wherever they could; religious
fundamentalism; justice only for those who could afford it; and serfdom for everyone else. 

But what of Magna Carta itself? We learned that it was not all it’s cracked up to be. It was
repudiated by John within weeks of his meeting with the Barons at Runnymede in June
1215, only to be reinstated a decade later. It secured rights only for ‘free men’, who were a
small minority of the population.

Nevertheless it did something to be celebrated after 800 years: it created the idea of ‘the
rule of law’, standing above the divine rights of kings; and it enshrined ‘justice’ so that it
could not be bought, sold or misapplied. From those seedlings, English law and
parliamentary government grew.

Helmsley’s Magna Carta programme turned out to be fun, informative, and well worth
undertaking despite the rain. Very many thanks to everyone who took part.

As part of its cost-cutting measures, North Yorkshire County Council has reviewed its supply of grit
bins and grit heaps for local roads and out of 19 grit bins and 10 heaps in the Helmsley Parish, which
includes Carlton, only one bin and 4 heaps met the criteria for retention. Helmsley Town Council has
strongly objected to this cut in service but given the locations involved, the practicalities and the cost,
Helmsley Town Council decided not to take on the responsibility for this service.



31x bus service
Following consultation by North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) about the 31X Bus Service and proposals
to reduce the subsidy, one of Helmsley’s councillors will be involved in evaluating tenders for the service
between Helmsley and Easingwold. NYCC is putting together its final report using all of the many comments
and feedback received. The final decision on the proposals will not be made by NYCC until the 8th
December by the Executive at their meeting.

fancy getting cold and dirty and Possibly even Wet?
Learn how to lay a hedge at The Old Cemetery in Helmsley. A free course will be run for the council on Saturday
9th January 2016 – 10:30am-2:00pm by Don Davies, Countryside Officer at RDC. Equipment will be provided but
please bring strong gardening gloves and wear tough and weatherproof clothes. Places are limited to 5 so please
book promptly. Children are welcome if accompanied by an adult.

Helmsley toWn council resPonds to Plans for
sHale gas extraction (fracking)
Many residents will be aware that the first application has been received by North Yorkshire County Council
(NYCC) from an energy company planning to extract shale gas by hydraulic fracturing (fracking) at a site in Kirby
Misperton (KM8). The application has caused a great deal of controversy, as there appears to be a lack of clear,
unbiased research evidence relating to fracking. In August, while the controversy about KM8 continued, details
were released of a further 132 proposed new licences to be sold to energy companies, six of which affect
Helmsley. Maps of those six licences can be seen in the library. Each map shows a central ‘licence block
boundary’ area in which exploration could take place, set within a larger ‘potential impact zone’ that is 10 km
across. Helmsley falls within the ‘potential impact zone’ of six proposed licences, and Carlton falls within one of
the central licence block boundaries. The licences are known as Petroleum Exploration and Development
Licences (PEDL), and cover conventional as well as unconventional (fracking) extraction.

At about the same time as the proposed PEDL licences were published, the government also announced that
from now on they could take decision-making about fracking applications out of the hands of local planning
authorities if decisions are not delivered within 16 weeks. Some Helmsley residents attended the Town Council
meeting on 24th August to deliver a letter with signatures of 12 local people, objecting to this move as anti-
democratic and urging the Council to send a message of support to the local planning authorities. After
discussion, the Town Council was unanimous in agreeing with the view expressed by the residents, noting that
in the case of an application for a potash mine near Whitby the planning authority needed almost three years
to properly weigh up all the evidence. The Town Council therefore wrote as suggested to the planning
committees at NYCC and at the North York Moors National Park, deploring central government’s threat to
interfere in the local planning process. The letter, which can be seen on the Town Council website, was copied
to Kevin Hollinrake MP and to Amber Rudd, the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change.  

The final piece of Town Council news relating to fracking is that at a recent Extraordinary General Meeting, the
Council discussed the application to frack at KM8 which was mentioned at the start of this article, and decided
to submit a number of comments objecting to the plan. In particular, the Council opposed the application on
the grounds of insufficient evidence that water supplies could be kept free of contamination; that there was a
risk of an unacceptable increase in heavy goods traffic; that potential effects on health had not been
adequately explored and addressed; and that KM8 would set a precedent for development of fracking across
Ryedale that could seriously damage important aspects of the local economy, such as tourism and agriculture.

The council supported a five year moratorium as recommended in the report by Medact, Health and Fracking:
The impact and Opportunity Costs, (2015), p32:

“On the basis of our existing knowledge, it would be both prudent and responsible to call for, at the very least, a
five year moratorium on all activities related to shale gas development”.



useful PHone numbers for Helmsley residents

Helmsley town council
councillors
chairman                        The Hon. Jake Duncombe           770213
vice chairman               Mrs Carol Swift                             771072

councillors                      Mr Jonathan Fairburn                  771600
                                                     Mr George Hawkins                     798231
                                         Mrs Jean Marsden                       770720
                                         Mr Chris Parkin                             770557
                                         Ms Erica Rose                                771086

clerk                                 ms victoria ellis                             
                                         (office) 01439 772572
assistant clerk               mrs lucy Pryor

the old vicarage, bondgate, Helmsley, york yo62 5bP
email: helmsleytc@gmail.com | www.helmsleytowncouncil.co.uk
Council Meetings are usually held on the last Monday of the month in the National Park
Meeting Room – please use the back entrance.

Please contact the Town Clerk if you have any queries about the Town Council or its services.

Your Ryedale District Councillors are
                                         Steve Arnold                                  01439 770904
                                         Snowy Windress               Mob:  07854 221152

Your N. Y. County Councillor is
                                         Cllr Val Arnold                               01439 770904
Ryedale District Council                                                        01653 600666 
RDC Emergency out of hours                                               01653 697737
North Yorkshire County Council County                             08458 727374
North York Moors National Park                                         01439 772700

office Hours
Monday 9.30am – 12.30pm
Tuesday 9.30am – 12.30pm

Helmsley
toWn
council
office
The office is now at
the North York
Moors National Park
Office.

Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101
Crimestoppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0800 555 111
Church of England Vicar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 770983
Methodist Minister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 770300
Roman Catholic Priest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 766877

Helmsley Medical Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 770288
York District Hospital. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01904 631313
Malton Hospital. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01653 693041
Kirkbymoorside Clinic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01751 431207

Bondgate Dental Practice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 770493
Glen Opticians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 770929
Edgemoor Veterinary Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 771166

Helmsley Primary School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 770783
Ryedale School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 771665
Lady Lumley’s School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01751 472846

Train enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 08457 484950
Bus enquiries (County Traveline) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 08712 002233
Helmsley Arts Centre (box office) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 771700




