
Helmsley Traffic Working Group for Helmsley Town Council Meeting 21 Oct 2019 
Three Members – Councillors Arnold and Porter and Mr C Parkin 

 
  Part 1 Helmsley Traffic Working Group  October 2019    Majority Report  

 
The Traffic Working Group of Cllr Porter, Cllr Arnold and C Parkin met on the 1 October 
2019 at the request of Helmsley Town Council to endeavour to find a way forward with 
Highways at North Yorkshire County Council on issues relating to traffic and parking in 
Helmsley. 
 
Although the Traffic Report dated December 2018 highlighted most of the issues relating 
to the problems in Helmsley with traffic, speeding and parking it is arbitrary to think that 
NYCC will consider all the issues raised. 
 
It was therefore determined to select three items from the report that the working group 
believes are a priority and ask the Town Council to consider them and if appropriate to 
meet with NYCC to assess a way forward in implementing some solutions for the three 
items. 
 
Item 1 
Ryegate, Station Road and the southern aspect of Pottergate (Parking) 
 
Currently the three roads above provide the only route into the industrial estate on Sawmill 
Lane (unadopted). Large delivery vehicles visit the industrial estate and frequently become 
unable to negotiate entry into and exit from the estate because of parking on the roads 
listed. 
To date one of the worst delays experienced was a two hour wait by a delivery lorry to 
Thomas the Bakers on Station Road. Also experiencing severe inconvenience is Andrew 
Richardson Transport whose vehicles have found it impossible to exit Sawmill Lane 
because of the inability to negotiate the unrestricted parking on the roads listed. Whilst a 
better solution can be found in item 3 in this report this problem requires some immediate 
work to ensure that heavy traffic flows freely in and out of the industrial estate. 
 
Item 2  
Carlton Road, Bondgate, Ashdale Road and Linkfoot Lane.  
 
The junction of these roads with parking, traffic control measures and unrestricted access 
to a petrol filling station and convenience shop are a major cause for concern.  The 
parking on Bondgate immediately outside the filling station (frequently on the now almost 
totally faded zig zag lines) by vehicles of all sizes from cars to heavy lorries to tractors and 
trailers is dangerous. School children alight from the school buses on Bondgate adjacent 
to the filling station and shop and with no designated footpath in front of the garage an 
accident is merely a matter of time not only with the children but also the elderly who wish 
to walk past the filling station.  
Some raised path in front of the filing station, double yellow lines at the corner of Carlton 
Road and Bondgate and the re-instatement of the zig zag lines are the very minimum that 
should be seriously considered to ease this problem which is exacerbated by delivery 
vehicles to the filling station, the country store and the convenience shop. 
  



 
Item 3 
Linkfoot Lane, Ricall Drive 
In the planning of the housing estate to the west of Ricall Drive the original intention was to 
connect Ricall Drive to the industrial estate on Sawmill Lane. This was the reason for the 
increased width of Ricall Drive and the setting back of the houses to the western side of 
the road.  With the advent of the new housing estate to the south east of Ricall Drive traffic 
movements will undoubtedly increase. 
The working group consider that if a traffic island was created at the junction of Ricall Drive 
and Linkfoot Lane this would solve several issues at this junction and benefit the whole 
town of Helmsley, namely: 
 
Slow traffic into and out of Helmsley (recently a motorcycle exited the 30 MPH limit on 
Linkfoot Lane at a speed in excess of 90MPH). 
Allow for the safe increase of traffic levels from the new and existing housing estates. 
Allow for a possible fourth island exit to the increased housing in the northern aspect of the 
Town 
Connecting the industrial estate as originally planned via Ricall Drive to the A170 ALL 
heavy vehicles could be ushered into the Sawmill Lane Estate without trying to negotiate 
the parking issues listed in item 1. 
 
If NYCC are minded not to consider any/all of the above the working group the working 
group consider that the items below should be actioned: 
 
A raised footpath in front of the Black Swan car parking area to ensure safe passage 
across the northern aspect of the Market Square. 
 
The elimination of parking of any description including disabled outside the old National 
Westminster Bank to the Church. 
 
A similar regime on the western side of Church Street. 
 
 
Part 2 – Minority Report 
 
My only agreement with this report is a possible Roundabout from the A170 to Ricall Drive 
to link up with the industrial estate. All heavy vehicles can enter and exit via this route. 
 
I suggest therefore that The Traffic Working Group members produce independent reports. 
 


