
20’s Plenty  information for February 2022 Helmsley Town Council Meeting 

NYCC Statement  received 21 January 2021 

I am forwarding onto you below an email that has been released regarding the 20’s  Plenty campaign. 

I understood that this was to be circulated to all Town and Parish Councils who enquired about the 
campaign. This response was drawn up prior to the meeting of the County Council’s Executive on the 

11th January, but I refer to the outcomes of that meeting later. 
  
The County Council is in the process of approving a revised 20mph speed limit and zone policy 

following a Transport, Economy and Environment Overview & Scrutiny Committee (TEE O&S) task 
group review, which comprised elected councillors, including those representing rural villages.  In 

addition, there was input from NYCC Traffic Engineering, Road Safety and Public Health officers, 
along with representation from North Yorkshire Police and the ‘20’s Plenty’ Campaign Group 
itself.  The review was instigated by the publication of the Department for Transport report in 

November 2018, evaluating the effectiveness of 20mph speed limits and zones, with the TEE O&S 
findings report resulting in nine recommendations, which were approved, subsequently, by the 

County Council’s Executive. 
  
The main theme of change is to build in to the new policy greater flexibility in its application and focus 

on the sense of place and community, particularly around schools.  Whilst facts and figures will 
remain the key evidence base for decision making, the Council recognises that additional 

consideration should be given to the potential wider benefits associated with the introduction of a 
20mph speed limit or zone.  We still though need to act in accordance with the relevant government 
guidance, including DfT document 01/13 Setting Local Speed Limits, which provides the framework 

for local (highway) authorities when setting local speed limits.  North Yorkshire Police also adhere to 
the guidance set out in Circular 01/13 and as they are responsible for enforcement too, it is important 

that we work in partnership with them and seek their support for any proposed changes in speed 
limits.  
  

Another aim of the proposed revised policy is to ensure greater consistency in speed limit 
assessment and application throughout the county, so we have developed a more robust assessment 

process.  A 20mph speed limit or zone should be appropriate for that part of the 
network.  Importantly, it must also be self-enforcing and operate without a reliance on police 
intervention.  Introducing a 20mph speed limit or zone to a road(s) where drivers do not already 

generally conform to lower speeds and/or where a 20 mph limit may not be appropriate for that 
road(s), will likely result in poor speed limit compliance and consequently, understandable local 

complaints and community expectations of police enforcement.  It may also result in drivers failing to 
comply with a 20mph speed limit where it has been appropriately applied for road safety reasons. 
  

It is possible to achieve 20mph speeds through signing and road markings only, on roads with an 
average speed 24mph or lower.  Where speeds are in excess of 24mph, it is necessary to introduce 

physical traffic calming measures in order to achieve a reduction in speed, e.g. through chicanes, 
speed cushions, speed tables etc.  Typically, traffic calming measures are designed to be negotiated 
by travelling along that road(s) at a consistent lower speed, but in reality, driver behaviour can often 

be to speed up and slow down between traffic calming features, resulting in greater emissions and 
noise and generally negate any benefit of the lower limit.  Due to site constraints such as road 

alignment, the presence of private driveways, side road junctions and the loss of on -street parking, 
there can be challenges implementing traffic calming in villages and other rural locations. In 
summary, 20mph speed limits or zones must be self-enforcing either by formalising existing 

behaviour or through the introduction of physical measures, where possible. 
  

A major consideration when assessing the need for a 20mph speed limit is the personal injury 
collision record.  We carry out annual and in-year assessments of collision data recorded by North 
Yorkshire Police to identify collision cluster sites and routes.  This information includes causation type 

e.g. speed, failure to look etc. as well as the road user type e.g. driver, pedestrian, cyclist.  Such data 



was used to inform the task group review and data from that time and it demonstrated that speed is 
not a major causation of road collisions in North Yorkshire.  

  
Therefore, the TEE O&S task group resolved that it is not appropriate to apply a countywide default 
20mph speed limit throughout the county and the proposed revised policy has been drafted to that 

effect. Additionally, North Yorkshire Police confirmed in the review that they do not support the 
countywide default application of 20mph speed limits.  Introducing them would also require significant 

financial investment, as well as future maintenance costs.  Inevitably, the available capital budget we 
have for road safety engineering is focused on those sites and routes with the highest risk factors and 
poorest collision records. 

  
Nevertheless, I acknowledge the benefits lower speed limits can bring to communities and the 

County Council is actively working on the delivery of a range of projects to support and encourage 
modal shift via the government’s Active Travel Fund and developing Local Cycling and Walking 
Improvement Plans for future investment opportunities.  Part of delivering these projects and 

developing plans for the future, includes investigating the need for 20mph speed limits and zones to 
make routes potentially safer, more accessible and to encourage greater active travel uptake. 

  
I hope this has been helpful in providing you with some clarity on a very complicated set of national 
polices across a number of organisations and context on the Council’s strategic approach to 20mph 

speed limits. 
  

Please be assured that the County Council is committed to making the network as safe and 
accessible as possible for all road users and will continue to engage with local communities to 
consider what options and alternatives may exist to allay road safety concerns. 

  
At the County Council’s Executive meeting on the 11 th January the revised draft 20 mph Speed Limit 

and Zone Policy was approved but the request via the 20’s Plenty Campaign Group to introduce a 
default 20mph speed limit in built-up areas across North Yorkshire were not approved. 
  

With regards to any proposed 20mph limits within Helmsley, we are more than happy to discuss 
these with the Town Council but we will not be able to in troduce any unless they meet the criteria set 

out in the County Council’s Policy. 
  
Regards,   Mr Andrew Santon 

Highways Customer Communications Officer,  Area 3, Scarborough & Whitby & Area 4 Ryedale. 

 

Malton Town Council resolution 26th January 2022 

 

               139.                         20S PLENTY CAMPAIGN 

Councillor Conlan presented a report (previously circulated). 
RESOLVED 
1.         That the Council supports the 20s Plenty Campaign for Malton  and the areas that Malton 

cover.   Proposed by Cllr Hawes, seconded by Cllr Burr.  Cllrs Ennis, Conlan, Brampton and Andrews 
approved.  Cllr Lawrence abstained.  Cllrs Lake, Emberley and Boler voted against.  

  
2.         That the Council support a default 20mph speed limit in built up areas of North Yorkshire 
where Parishes request it.  Proposed by Cllr Ennis, Seconded by Cllr Conlan.  Cllrs 

Hawes, Brampton, Andrews, Burr and Lawrence approved.  Cllrs Emberley, Lake and Boler voted 
against.  
 

  



Kirkbymoorside Town Council January 2022 

I can confirm that Kirkbymoorside also resolved to support the campaign, as follows: 

21147   Agenda item 11. 20's Plenty for Us 

a)      Information on the 20's Plenty for Us campaign was received. 

Cllr Wells welcomed County Cllr Arnold to the meeting upon her arrival at 7.50pm. 

b)      Support of the campaign for a 20mph speed limit on roads in areas where people live, work and play 
in North Yorkshire was agreed. It was agreed to write to NYCC to request 20mph speed limits on streets 
throughout North Yorkshire where people live, work, shop, play or learn, with 30mph as the exception on 
those roads, where full consideration of the needs of vulnerable road users allows a higher limit. 

          It was agreed to notify other parish councils, and District and County Councillors of the Town 
Council's support of the campaign; ask Zoe Metcalfe Police Fire and Crime Commissioner, to agree to 
recalibrate Police Speed detection equipment to include 20mph, and enforce existing and new 20mph 
areas; and encourage members of the public to support the campaign. 

Cllr Shipley asked County Cllr Arnold why NYCC is not supportive of the 20's Plenty campaign.  County Cllr 
Arnold explained that NYCC has a policy in place already to determine the requirement for reduced speed 
restriction zones and supports the introduction of 20mph zones outside the schools throughout the county. 
NYCC are prepared to assess the merits of 20mph zones upon application, similar to the successful application 
by Kirkbymoorside Town Council for a speed restriction for the length of Westfields, West End and Tinley Garth. 

 

Pickering Town Council 

   

15th November 2021 22/161              Traffic on Malton Road and the 20s Plenty Campaign 
 
The council discussed the 20s Plenty Campaign, which seeks to introduce a blanket 20mph speed 

limit on all town centre roads.  Some councillors thought there were benefits for the environment and 
for pedestrians, others questioned those benefits.  It was noted that North Yorkshire County Council 

does not support the 20s Plenty Campaign and the point was made that speeds limits must be 
enforced to be effective.  
  

The council resolved that it supports the 20s Plenty Campaign but seeks to get public views to test 
the popularity of the scheme.  The council will discuss this again in January to formulate questions 

that the public might be asked. 
  
16th December 2021 22/211              20s Plenty campaign 

 
The council learnt that since this issue was last discussed North Yorkshire County Council have 

rejected the idea of a blanket 20mph limit in all towns and villages.  The council resolved to defer 
further action in this matter until the campaign organisers contact the town council to ask which areas 
of Pickering should be treated as 20mph zones. 

 


