
Agenda Item 7 Helmsley Town Council 
 

Report by the Town Clerk to Helmsley Town Council 10th October 2019 for Extraordinary 
Meeting on Monday 14th October 2019 
 
The council has been offered a lump sum from Engie Ltd to adopt the paths and area of grass in 
and around the Ashwood Close housing development (plan provided). Councillors have been 
informed of the lump sum and have been asked to keep it confidential. 
 
The paths are a mixture of surfaces – tarmacadam with wooden edging by the Helmsley 
Recreational Charity Field, tarmacadam and bare earth which will have a mulch added.  The path 
by the Recreational Charity has vegetation growing alongside  and needs frequent maintenance 
and the wooden edging warps up in hot weather – the town council has been receiving complaints. 
 
The clerk has drafted a budget for November and does not need a lump sum. If the council 
decided to carry out an expensive project it always has the option of borrowing from the Public 
Works Loan Board, with YLCA approval, at very low interest rates. 
 
Advantages 

• Lump sum for Helmsley Town Council 
 
Disadvantages  

• An extensive network of paths. 
• The council will be responsible for all future maintenance of the paths and grassed area 

and mulched paths may need frequent maintenance. 
• Winter maintenance would be a problem as the council is not in a position to grit the paths 

and they will be used all year round and the council will not be able to close them. 
• More grass to cut. 
• No opportunity to charge residents of the new estate any maintenance or management 

fees.   
• Increased risk to the council. 

 
 

Recommendation 
 
That the council resolves to decline the offer from Engie of a lump sum in return for the adoption of 
the paths and grassed area in and around the Ashwood Close housing development. 


